
The Heritage Trail is one of the products of a project conceived by the University of Hertfordshire. Two other products are an Oral
History Archive and a Beacon Heritage Monument. Another product is a booklet entitled ‘The de Havilland Legacy – Hatfield

Aerodrome Remembered’. The text following in italics is part of the Introduction to the booklet.
‘The seeds of the Hatfield Aerodrome Community Project were sown in the autumn of 2008
when History colleagues at the University of Hertfordshire looked out of their office
window on the de Havilland Campus and over the former aerodrome. They were struck by
how little remained of the huge industry that had dominated the landscape only two
decades before. The initial thought was to hold a reminiscence event to record the
experiences of ex-employees at the site. Then the idea grew that this could form part of a
wider heritage project : the University could play a role in developing a shared sense of
community between residents, schools and businesses. As 2009 was the sixtieth
anniversary of the de Havilland Comet, it seemed the right moment to act.
An application was made to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a series of events and activities
to explore the heritage of the aerodrome and to provide a lasting public record of the
achievements of those who worked there. The Heritage Lottery Fund saw the value of the
project and generously awarded a grant to cover most of the costs. The University
committed considerable staff time to ensuring its success, with colleagues from Humanities,
Creative Arts, Geography and Environmental Sciences, Education and Estates all getting
involved.’

The route of the Trail and the location of information boards was discussed at a series of
meetings with representatives of the de Havilland Aircraft Heritage Centre, Hatfield Local
History Society, de Havilland Forty Year Club, Hatfield Aviation Association, de Havilland
Aeronautical Technical School Association, DH Moth Club, Mill Green Museum, de
Havilland Residents Association and with notable former employees. The outcome was a
series of ten information boards around the site, some sponsored by local businesses. Each
includes descriptive text, images and a portion of an old map showing how the area around
each board once appeared, plus a “you are here” location map as shown, right. This example
is on board 10, adjacent to the Flight Hangar, now a sports centre and hotel. The starting
point is on the University Campus, near Bishop Square. Here will be displayed, as a heritage
monument, the beacon that once was atop the squash courts of the London Aeroplane Club.

The Trail is nearly four miles long. The following pages show each of the ten information boards, which are A2 size (approximately 23 ins by 16 ins). On the
final page is an aerial view of the site marked up with names of occupiers, reproduced with the kind permission of Goodman, managers of Hatfield Business
Park. It will necessary to zoom in to see the detail of all these images.
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This view has kindly been provided by Goodman Business Parks. It is on their website at www.hatfieldbusinesspark.co.uk which is updated from time to time - note that
plots are still available, on one of which can be seen the hedge that formerly surrounded the sports field. Astwick Manor is to the left of the Royal Mail building near the
top of the picture. The undeveloped area on the left is Ellenbrook Fields, which has been opened to the public by Goodman; see the Ellenbrook Fields section of their website.

http://www.hatfieldbusinesspark.co.uk
http://www.hatfieldbusinesspark.co.uk/the-park/ellenbrook-fields.html

