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 “I arrived at the Tech School on June 20 1940. Digs at 25 Selwyn Drive were twenty eight shillings a�
week; this included three meals a day! The price seems unbelievable today.�

   At that time, just after Dunkirk, a group of  ‘refugee’ Westland Lysanders arrived back from France and�
took up a temporary home on the far side of  the aerodrome. Some of  them were pretty battered, and�
one I seem to remember had lost most of  its fin and rudder, but had still managed to fly in.�

    The aerodrome itself  had its own defence force; a single Gloster Gladiator that took to the skies when�
an air raid was expected. Fortunately, as history relates, there was back up in the form of  an anti-aircraft�
gun on the factory roof  manned by the Local Defence Volunteers, soon to become the Home Guard.”�

John Collings-Wells, January 2008�

The de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School Association is grateful that John preserved this�
Prospectus and allowed us to reproduce it, also the letter which accompanied it. The cover of �

the Prospectus is shown first, followed by pairs of  left and right hand pages.�

John died in February 2009 aged 86.�

DHAeTSA 2009�



Dear Sir�

In reply to your letter of the 4th inst.,�
we have pleasure in enclosing a Propectus of this�
Technical School, which is run in conjunction with�
the Works.�

Should you consider taking a course here,�
we shall be much obliged if you will kindly complete�
the enclosed Form, on receipt of which, your applica�-�
tion will be laid before the School Committee.   The�
School is at present filled to capacity and an early�
application is desirable.�

The undersigned will be pleased to conduct�
you around the Technical School and Works by appoint�-�
ment any day between Monday and Friday from 9.0 a.m.�
to 3.30 p.m.,  and explain in detail the scope of the�
training offered.�

If there is any further information we can�
supply, we shall be only too pleased to do so.�

Yours faithfully,�

THE DE HAVILLAND AERONAUTICAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL�

O. W. CLAPP�
PRINCIPAL�
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