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PICTURE STORY OF AN AEROPLANE

The Children's Encyclopædia was originated by Arthur Mee and published by the Educational Book
Company, a subsidiary of Northcliffe's Amalgamated Press, London. It was published from 1908 to
1964. It was divided typically into sections such as:

●     Familiar Things
●     Wonder
●     Nature
●     The Child's Own Life
●     The Earth
●     All Countries
●     Great Lives
●     Golden Deed
●     Bible Stories,
●     Famous Books
●     Stories
●     Poetry
●     School Lessons
●     Things To Make and Things To Do

In one issue of the late 1930s one of the ‘Familiar Things’ was a series of photographs taken “in the
works of the de Havilland Aircraft Co.” The photographs were reproduced by courtesy of Flight,
Flying and others, so possibly over a period of time.

Page 6337 shows Puss Moth wing manufacture, with fuselages in the background.
Page 6338 upper picture shows Leopard Moth wing covering. The lower picture caption refers to the
Puss Moth, but the wing shown appears to be more that of the centre section of a low wing
monoplane, single engine, with a one-piece wing, so unlikely to be at DH’s.
Page 6339 shows  Leopard Moth fuselage manufacture and Comet engine frame fabrication, which
would have been in mid 1934, or 1935 if one of the fourth or fifth machines.
Page 6340 shows a Tiger Moth and Fox Moth VT-AEB. The Fox Moth was registered in June 1933
to the Government of Bengal and was operated by Indian National Airways, based at Dum Dum
Airport Calcutta.
Page 6341 illustrates Gipsy engine manufacture.
Page 6342 shows the engine being installed in a Puss Moth.

The Puss Moth first flew in 1929 and production ceased around 1933. The Leopard Moth first flew
in 1933. The collection of images thus seems to cover the 1933-1935 period. It is considered that they
were all taken at Stag Lane, although it is possible that the Comet photo was at Hatfield, apart from
the mystery lower photo on page 6338.

Thanks go to Ted Lawrence for providing copies of the pages and to Stuart McKay, Secretary of the
de Havilland Moth Club, for his informed comments.

Compiled by Roger de Mercado, June 2020
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