The de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School

Enterprising Activities at Hatfield College and Elsewhere
Epic Adventures, Races, Stunts and Rag Days

hen Hatfield Technical College opened in 1952, it wasn’t long before students took part in attention-getting

activities. These can be classified broadly as adventure, stunt and rag. Some of the adventures could be
called stunts, but they had an objective. For example driving a lawn mower from Edinburgh to London could be
called a pointless stunt, but it did have an objective in that it aimed to prove reliability. Driving an Isetta round
and round Piccadilly Circus was really only a stunt, although the determined drivers may well disagree. The
following list of activities, mostly aimed at raising money for charity, is bound to be incomplete!

1959 was a busy year with a Ransomes’ mower driven non-stop from Edinburgh to London, entries in the
“most unusual means” category of the London-Paris air race, a record 19 students crammed into a standard
telephone box and an Isetta three-wheeler driven endlessly around Piccadilly Circus. As early as April “The
Oracle”, the Official Bulletin of the Hatfield Technical College Students’ Union, reported these triumphs — see
page 2.

In 1961 a kart was driven from Lands End to John O’ Groats. Students took part in university pram races
between 1960 and 1963, at least. An iron bedstead supported on oil drums and powered by outboard motors was
sailed across the English Channel in 1966 and in the same year the College won the London-St Albans chariot
race..

The first Rag Day at Hatfield was about 1955. They continued through the 1960s and into the 1970s. For a
time in the 1960s Rag Day concluded with a Rag Revue performed by a talented group of students.

“Sixty Years of Innovation”, the history of the University of Hertfordshire published in 2012, has a section
on this aspect of student life. Among the events recorded in “Sixty Years”, but for which there is no other
information, are in 1966 a world model car racing record set by completing 10,000 laps in 48 hours on a special
circuit set up in the Co-op Store in White Lion Square, Hatfield and in 1971 a tea-trolley race from Hatfield to
Blackpool.

This document sets out to record some of these events, using whatever sources have come to hand.

Roger de Mercado, DHAeTS 1957-62
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Thursday-Saturday, -16-18 April
1.3 paa. BalnHall
Tickets, 3/6 reserved, 2/6
on sale now -

Refreshments, late coaches

Tickets, 5/= on sale now:
Saturday, 25th April, Main Hall
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ki We seem to be achlaving remarkable fame these days for a ence wnheard-of technical college! As anyons attending in
the last fow wesks 1s probably aware, we have recently gained seweral rather unusual sorld records, which have been well
reported in the national press. i T T
xxx The week of our last lssue, ninetesn students were cramsed Into the telephons booth on Ellenbrock Lane, despite the
disapproval of most of the Herts. Constabulary who consclentiously prevented an attempt at thé Cavendish lamediately
beforehand. Varlous bodles since clalm to have bettered this, but since, on Investigation, all sees to have wsed non-
standard boxes, removed all the equipment, or fn one extreme case aven turned the box on Vts side, our record still
stands.
uxx Following this l# Motor Club's marathon run from Edinburgh to London by motor mower, successfully concluded
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the Wednesday after Easler. The drive took 99'hours, and over a hundred students welcomed the mower and 1ts crew as
they arrived at the college, and again at the finish in Hyde Park. A large body of metropalitan pollce were on hand for
the occaslon, and 1t was rumoursd that Loadcm University Intended a rFald, but the only real cause for alarm was the chase
car which threatened to down, and a last sinute panic when no-one could find the baggls they had brought froe -
Edinburgh to prasent to Superintendant of the Royal Parks. Both disssters wers averted, so well done the Motor Club!
xxkx Somehow, the pollce to come Into a lot of our activitles these days. The latest exploit was by Barry Kensett
of the Motor Club, who completed 127 clrcults of Eros (Plccadilly Clrcus) In his |setta, about 4.00 a.m. last
before they finally objected, more than trsbling the previcus record .......... and with the Rag less than two
away, sho knows what we will be able to report next 1ssuel wovcooooooooooouono WATOH 1T ! xocooooonoooonoooooooroooo
xxx  You may well have seen the posters and Kruds of this year's Rag draped In varlous parts of the College. The
comn!ttes sincerely hopes you will take motice, and reserve the day to come along and enjoy yourselves. To those who
tave not takenpart fn 2 previous Rag, we can proalse 1t 1s great fun with plenty of devilry thrown In; and there is 2
very chibap lumche provided at the College. _
xas This must be the Rag of all Rags and to do this we must have your help and co-operation on the day and before.
There are stil] plenty of lorries to be had for floats, so anybody interested please contact D. Rumball B.P.B.3. any
_time during’College hours. We have plenty of materlals for floats, a place to bulld thes, and the commlittes will be
only too pluased to help.
dx¥ A wass weeting was held last Wednesday, at which Kruds, posters and raffle tickets were distributed, and- several
more projectsd stunts wers discussed. Anyons able to ssll raffls tickets in a very worthy cause, please see Miss P. Hayes,
CF 43, or at the Students' Unlon office as soon as possible. The next Rag Meeting 1s on Wednesday next week. This is the
last befora the day 1tself, and 1t 15 essential that everybody attend. The Rag Comalttee:- D. Rumball, A. E. Nestherill,
J« Samuel, P. Arbuthnot, D. Ling, D. Mott, D. W1111amson, Miss P. Hayes.
xxk The Rag Ball on the same svening 1s fancy dress (or 3/- fine), and 1t 1s safe to predict another sell-out. Soms
tickets may be retalned for distribution at the door only to those taking part In the Rag Ttself, but you are advised

e xoxoox JUST FOR YOU xxouxax
xux . This year's Revue w11l be gayer, funnler and better dressed than ever before, and should set a new high standard

{d+for. the quality of shows in the College.. It has become a major event In our year, and this is the third in the serfes.
A considerable amount of new equipeent has besn purchased for the stage, which will enable the show to run much sore
smoothly than previously. With-all 1ts advantages, 1t does seem regrettable that the stage 1s used only twice a year
when in the three thousand odd students who attend there must be such a tremendous stors of latent talent.
xxx Dates otc, are given separately, and as most people know, the proceeds are for charity, this year the Herts. Fund
. for the Blind. The last Rewus realised about a hundred pounds tosards i, and though we do not expect to better this
oning to the Increased amount spent on the production, a full house svery night w111 go a long way towards 1t. "Just
For You" is the t1tle; we hope 1t will live up to Yts name and provide an evening of good entertainment for all tastes.
xooooosx Al in ald of the Herts. Fund for the Blind and the British Empire Cancer Campalon xxxxxxxxxx

2
© de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School Association 2023 www.dhaetsa.org.uk




Enterprising Activities

OPERATION MATADOR - EDINBURGH TO LONDON BY MOTOR MOWER

n 1959, Tom Hudson, Mike Smith, Mike ﬁ
Savage, Hugh Tansley and John Wilson, de m @ ﬁ |
Havilland Aircraft apprentices and students at - SNy X ._L":

Hatfield Technical College, decided to test the
reliability of small petrol engines by driving a
lawn mower from Edinburgh to London. They
contacted the management at Ransomes, Sims
and Jeffries, the forerunner of today’s
Ransomes Jacobsen company, who agreed to
help them out. Mark Grimwade, an engineer
and former apprentice at Ransomes, was given
the task of selecting the right model. A standard
Matador walk-behind mower with the addition Y :
of the optional seat was chosen, slightly S / > . * .. : -

m,Od,lﬁed Wl,th a larger sump added to t.he .2880(: Mike Smith, John Wilson, Mike Savage, Tom Hudson, Hugh Tansley
Villiers engine to provide enough lubrication for

the non-stop 400-mile trip. A team of four Ransomes apprentices tested a couple of prototypes, running them
around Ipswich for 90 hours, which was the
estimated time it would take to travel at 3 mph down
the A68 and Al. The project was named,
appropriately, Operation Matador.

With the trials successfully completed, the date
for the journey was set for Easter 1959. Tom Hudson
drove the first leg and the others followed in a
L| Bedford Dormobile, their home for the next four
days. They were accompanied by Mark Grimwade in
an A40 pickup truck as technical support. A haggis
was placed in the
grass box of the

mower to be M A R ATHON

presented to the

W'y Keeper of the Royal MOWER

Parks in London — a Scotsman —

at the end of the journey. Four
days and three nights after
leaving the appropriately-named 't MOTOR Mowy) |
Lawnmarket in Edinburgh, the St a1 -
team arrived at Hyde Park to be |§ ' B = ,
greeted by a reception committee '
of Royal Park’s staff, Ransomes
top management and dealer
representatives, a BBC TV crew |#
and the press. The haggis was | |
handed over to the Keeper of the : _ ¢
Royal Parks and a ceremonial . AR . SR £ T
trip of H Park gra: a @ :
strip of Hyde grass was v JD}{ |5D’:‘:ﬁ'

mown. _' P & A ——
Tom Hudson’s report for (50 i = - \‘.. W‘ ﬂ}
Embryo begins overleaf T ,\‘- ' e ke b

News Chronicle & Daily T‘ll:: Il'-'illhhurth-hmd?lr‘l Mﬂ--lhpt "mr.r.ﬂ- - bnllllr I:I‘ beer each, The mower was slowed up
wlor mower marathon sdceessfolly com- | only when its escort broke Mi i

Despatch Thurs Apr 2 1959 pleted, Mike Smith cuts the grass in Hyde Park | ther had planned ;;“.:‘;‘:.!j":“'.d“iﬁ: 'ﬂ:

yesterday. Five Hatfield Technical Coliege, Herts, | journey which started on Satu ay but " the

students made the drive for a bet of = | trouble was we could not go slowly enough.”
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Enterprising Activities

FIVE MEN WENT TO MOW
From Embryo June 1959

n the evening of Friday, March 27th, five
members of the College Motor Club, Tom
Hudson, Mike Savage, Mike Smith, Hugh Tansley
and John Wilson, assembled in Edinburgh in
preparation for an historic non-stop journey south to
London, with a motor driven lawn-mower. This was
the culmination of many weeks' work after Ransomes,
Sime and Jefferies of Ipswich had very kindly offered
to loan the Motor Club a mower to settle a wager,
made by Pat West, that the journey could not be done.
After having been entertained in traditional style
by the staff of Ransomes’ Edinburgh branch, the team
eventually retired to bed and awoke next morning
feeling somewhat groggy. The prospect of worse to
come, however, stirred them to action and at 11.45
a.m. the whole party assembled outside the Castle
with the mower. After satisfying the insatiable
appetites of a multitude of reporters and television
cameramen, the mower was started and a four-pound
haggis was handed over to Tom Hudson by Mr.
Strachan, Deputy Superintendent of Edinburgh Parks,
to be conveyed to Hyde Park. Then, accompanied by
the strains of “Scotland the Brave” droned out on the
local musical instrument, the mower started off in a
series of spasmodic jerks in the direction of London.
The first few hundred yards provided many anxious
moments due to the highly irregular pattern of the
local cobblestones. These were negotiated
successfully, however, and soon the mower was
climbing Soutra Hill with the Edinburgh skyline
merging into the haze behind.

Soon night fell, but the mower continued on its
epic journey, reaching the top of Carter Bar, 1371 feet,
in swirling mist at 2.54 a.m. At this point the mower
encountered a grey Ford Prefect, its carburettor in
pieces, with a tall individual under the bonnet who
exclaimed: “No, thank you, I do not want a tow!"
when the driver of the mower offered his assistance.
This Ford Prefect was subsequently to cause more
headaches than the mower.

A rota for the journey had been worked out
whereby each member of the team had shifts of
eighteen hours on duty and twelve hours off. The
eighteen hours on were divided into two-hour periods
of driving the mower, resting in the chase car, and
driving the chase car, while the twelve hours off were
spent sleeping in the accompanying Dormobile
caravan conversion which met up with the mower
every six hours for the transfer of one crew member
This sounds easy going in theory; in practice,
however, things were vastly different. As soon as one
went off duty and got into the Dormobile the rest of
the team were demanding food. Before this could be
prepared the washing-up had to be done and by the
time this was finished the mower was two miles down

the road. Having caught up, overtaken, prepared food
and eaten, one was ready to go to bed, after having
driven to where the mower should be at the next
changeover time. Unfortunately as soon as one got
into bed the mower arrived and the whole process had
to be repeated. Granted, one had a certain period in
bed in the latter part of one's twelve hours off, but you
try sleeping at sixty-five m.p.h. in a Dormobile. Mike
Savage still has nightmares when he recalls the time
he awoke to find his bed snaking, feet first, down the
Al, out of control, at seventy m.p.h. It was never
driven that fast again.

All next day, Sunday, the machine trundled south
in incessant driving rain along the switchback roads of
the Cheviots. With contemptuous ease, and a little
wheel-spin, gradients of up to one in four were
disposed of. Just outside Corbridge Mike Savage
received an offer of marriage from a “luscious bit”

— s T b -

“Somewhere between Edinburgh and London”

(quote) who will be twenty-one in August, but
unfortunately he was unable to stop. That was just one
of the tragedies of having to do the journey non-stop.

In the wee small hours of Monday morning the
Great North Road was reached dead on schedule. The
early morning mists dispersed gradually and a warm,
sunny day greeted the mower’s crew as they passed
through Wetherby. Throughout the day the cheerful
holiday traffic swept past, waving and hooting, until
Doncaster was reached at opening time; but the
mower could not stop!

The third night passed uneventfully but was
enlivened by two visits from members of the College
(they get everywhere) and by a visit from two
policemen who merely wished to interrogate the
driver regarding the progress of the mower in
connection with a bet they had on at the local police
headquarters.

Lunch-time, Tuesday, saw the team moving
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through the narrow, winding streets of Stamford and
then along the dull, straight stretches of dual
carriageway through Huntingdonshire.

As dawn broke for the fourth time, on April 1st,
the mower was chugging merrily over familiar ground
and soon the white facade of de Havilland's appeared,

Mike Savage driving south along the Al at Hatfield.
On the pavement, left is Pete ‘Zeke’ Harris; on the right is
Roger ‘Jim’ Coasby (photo via him)

every window packed with white faces. At the
College a wonderful reception was waiting. Crowds
of students, who had accompanied the mower for a
mile or so, and Dr. Chapman, stood in solemn silence
as Mike Savage was interviewed by John Tidmarsh
for BBC television. It was a fortunate coincidence that
Mike was mowing at the time since he was probably
the most photogenic team member and admirably
suited to the task. The rest of the team were each
caught by a reporter who thought he was getting an
exclusive scoop!

Within a few minutes the mower was off again to
complete the final stages of its journey through the
crowded London streets. An attempt to capture the
machine by London University students was
successfully thwarted and it arrived in Hyde Park
exactly on time, at 3 p.m., after a 375-mile non-stop
run in ninety-nine hours.

The haggis was found and presented to Mr.
Barbour, Chief Superintendent of the Royal Parks, the
wager of half a pint of beer each was honourably
settled, the mower left for the showrooms of Sir W.
Godfrey in Marylebone Lane, and the crew were
entertained to a meal at Ransom"s and a visit to the
“Windmill ” where they all fell asleep.

After two or three days’ sleep some statistics were
evolved which may be of interest to anyone planning
a similar venture. Out of a total of £7 15s. 0d. spent on
food, which was purchased in ten minutes from the
local Supermarket at 7.50 p.m. on the eve of the
departure for Edinburgh, articles to the value of £5
15s. 0d. remained. This represents a specific fuel
consumption to the value of 2/- per person per day,
mainly in the form of jam sandwiches. The average
time spent sleeping per person per day was about two
hours, some which was spent on the mower, hence the
battered chain-case cover, The quantity of fuel
consumed by the mower was about eighteen gallons
and one Ford Prefect was completely ruined.

Each member of the team has his own memories
and anecdotes which will last well into the coming
winter in the local hostelries. Hugh Tansley recalls the
sandwiches and lemonade given to him in Jedburgh
and the interview for the French radio, in French,
which was recorded in Hyde Park. Tom Hudson
remembers the friendly farmer who offered him a large
bottle of warm milk with a rubber teat on the end, the
girls who kissed him goodbye in Edinburgh and the
pint of beer, presented to him by a generous landlord,
which splashed all over his face when he hit a bump.
Mike Smith still trembles when he recalls the
policeman who tried to stop him for speeding. Mike
Savage has gone back to Corbridge* and John Wilson
is still trying to make his car go again.

The mower is now circulating around the various
County Shows and there is a rumour that the Russians
are trying to get hold of'it.

Tom Hudson
*Embryo stated Cambridge, but as Hugh Tansley
pointed out in July 2022, it was to Corbridge that Mike
allegedly returned - see previous page. Ed.

See next page for the team reunions in 2009 and 2019
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‘Operation Matador’ Team Reunions 2009 and 2019

n 2009 Ransomes Jacobsen helped the team to celebrate their 50th anniversary by organising a replica of the
mower complete with the number plate and signage from 1959. Mike Smith reported at the time:

“This was a most enjoyable two-day affair starting at Hatfield Tech (as was), where the five of us met up with a
replica of our original Ransomes Matador machine. We presented Professor Tim Wilson, University of Hertfordshire
Vice-Chancellor, with a haggis and a memento of the occasion. The media turned out in force with the event being
featured on BBC London News that evening, and a feature article in the Welwyn Hatfield Times later.

We then travelled up to Hyde Park with the mower (but not on it!) where we again presented the Assistant
Keeper of the Royal Parks with a haggis and memento, just as we did 50 years earlier. Later in the afternoon we
travelled up to Ipswich where we had a celebratory dinner with Peter Driver from Ransomes Jacobsen, and Mark
Grimwade, who had been our engineer from Ransomes on the original trip.

The next morning saw us reporting to Portman Road, the home of Ipswich Town F. C. where we met Alan
Ferguson, the Head Groundsman. Here we were interviewed by BBC Radio Suffolk for a feature which went out
live. Alan gave us a very detailed, and interesting, chat on the art of looking after pitches. Indeed the main pitch
had been played on the previous evening and to our untutored eyes looked to be in perfect condition. Naturally
they use Ransomes mowers at Portman Road. A tour of the factory, followed by lunch with the M.D. David
Withers, completed the trip. Four of us went back to Ipswich the following week for more TV filming for a feature
to be sent out later in the year.”

Hyde Park 2009 Ipswich, 2009

L to R: Hugh Tansley, Tom Hudson, L to R: Mike Savage, Hugh Tansley,
John Wilson, Mike Savage, Dave Jordan Mike Smith, Tom Hudson, John Wilson,
(Asst. Keeper of the Royal Parks), Mike Smith. Mark Grimwade (Ransome’s project support engineer)

For the 60th anniversary in 2019 the mower, now in
the safe hands of the Ipswich Transport Museum, was
taken to the University of Hatfield and parked on the lawn
for a team reunion, below right. Professor Quintin
McKellar CBE, Vice-Chancellor and Chief Executive of
the University of Hertfordshire, welcomed the team
saying “I am delighted to welcome you all to this amazing
celebration, some 60 years on from that epic Easter
weekend back in 1959. It was an incredible feat and a
credit to yourselves, Hatfield Technical College as it was
then, and the Ransomes company. You have entered the
annals of the history of the University and it’s a pleasure
to welcome you and your wives on this historic occasion
— and to get a shot driving the lawn mower!”

Hatfield, April 2019
Mike Smith, Mike Savage, Tom Hudson, Hugh Tansley, John Wilson
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TELEPHONE BOX CRAMMING
MARCH 1959

n 1959 there was a craze, allegedly originating in

South Africa, for seeing how many people could be
fitted into a telephone box. London University managed
eighteen. Students at Hatfield College of Technology
decided to have a go at the record and a team of people
of small stature, including some girls from secretarial b - S
courses, was selected. On 17th March 1959 the team _ « iR
assembled in the open space outside the Cavendish Phold ;igj_géﬁsm,
Arms pub not far from the College (see right and - v | i -fr'_"_hi_-,,_'
centre). A passing policeman asked g -
what was going on and told them to
disperse.

Two days later a different group
again assembled at the Cavendish to
act as a decoy while the real team
made their way discreetly to the
junction of Ellenbrook Lane with St
Albans Road West. There it was just
possible to fit nineteen people in and
close the door. The event was
reported in the Herts Advertiser of
19th March; the “crowd of 100
students” was a slight exaggeration.
Unfortunately it is difficult to count
the number in the second photo,
which had to be taken quickly.
However by zooming in it is possible
to see parts of nineteen different people. Visible above and below, in no particular order, are xx Bell,

Peter Kirk, Helen Payne. Mike Savage, Moira xx, RdeM.

Photos above and below by Mike Wearing
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HERTS ADVERTISER 19th MARCH 1959

' STUDENTS SET UP
. WORLD RECORD

————

&

19 é&ﬂ.dﬂﬂé Iu-lu.-_
| Kiosk
| Mineteen

| corner of Hutfield an Wedners-
day afterncon, snd best the
warld record of ~ elghtcen all-
In™ set wp on Momday by
wtidenis af ihe Lniversity Col-
lege of London,

The pincteen sindents Bited fhem-
selves inlo o Kiosk an i(he cor-
ner of Elleabrook Lane, like
sardines ln a o, They were in
Iayers of four, and five 17-year-
old girly were among them.

A -year-old studeni, Derck
Mot, of B Oakwood Drive,
St Albans, direcied the opers-
:’l:l., which took sixicen

males,

A crowd of abour 100 stodents
danced with excitement as the
teenagers selected for experi-
ment tumbled ot of the kiosk
wnd were counted. When My,

| Mt annoonced the todal, there

| was 4 shout of triumph.

Merves had been a liile on edge,
for iwo woiformed pollcemen
dispersigd an enrlier gathering i
n kimk in ancther part of the
tawn.

llllll LU LR R L] i‘il-= |

EASTER, 1959 |

NEXT WEEK'S
“Herts Advertiser”
will be published on ||

THURSDAY, MARCH 26 ;| ..
at the usual hour .
All pews items intended for E ‘ _FI[I_I IEHTS A

1eat weoek's fusse shoitld! reach

ansssnmm e

mEEsEEmEsE SR En .

Bal  the  defiany  stodents  packed
themselves  like sardines inio  [he
telephane box ai Ellenbrook Lane.

PILLAR BOX
CLING-ON, 1959

Near Bournemouth
Municipal College, on 22nd
April 1959, 15 people clung
to this pillar box. All but
one person were DH
apprentices from 1953, 55,
56, and 57.

Photo below Garth Rogers
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LAPPING PICCADILLY CIRCUS, 1959

he first recorded attempt on the number of consecutive laps [ -

around Piccadilly Circus appears to have taken place in March
1959, when a Major Draper made 50 circuits. DH apprentice Barry
Kensett bettered that handsomely on 5th April, achieving 137 laps
before being stopped by the police: “We had been circulating for
some time keeping 180 degrees apart. Eventually they stopped,
forcing us to do likewise. They said if we didn’t go away they |
would book us for obstruction to which I replied that they were |»
actually the obstruction. However no point in provoking them |&

further as we had stopped anyway.”

CAR'S 150 LAPS
ROUND EROS

RECORD CLAIMED

Daily Telegraph Reporter
Early vesterday morning a small
saloon car set up what is claimed
to be the record for endurance in
lapping Piccadilly Circus. The car
completed 150 laps in 54 minutes,
The driver was Mr. David Dobbie,

19, stockbroker. of ﬁ}l.ll‘l.l.'} Strest,
Chelsea. . Mr, Richard Seth-Smcth, 19,
atreraft firm trainee, of Radlett, Herts,
was the navigator.

The feat attracted a small _cmud
which, on realising that the circuils
were inlentional and not the result
of locked steerng, cheered the record-
breakers on, The gruelling journey
began at 2.54 am. and ended at 348
a.m.
|  The car averaged a circuit every

22 seconds, and was stopped by traffic
lights about once in every nine circuils.
On one of the later laps the car was
accompanied by a police car but was
not stopped,

- B Ll

The Kensett team L to R: John Wearing; ?; John Randall; Adam
Bridgland; Alan Southgate (not DH); ?; Barry Kensett

Barry’s record was broken on 17th June by a pair
including DH apprentice Richard Seth-Smith, as reported
in the Daily Telegraph of 18th June 1959.

The University of Hertfordshire ‘Sixty Years of
Innovation’ records that in 1961 John Clubley achieved
225 laps, only stopping because his neck was aching from
looking to the right. A cyclist, Roger Duncan, joined him
and made 80 laps before going to Trafalgar Square to
make 372 circuits.

9
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LONDON - PARIS AIR RACE JULY 1959

In 1959 the Daily Mail sponsored an air race to commemorate Bleriot’s Channel crossing in 1909. The route
was from Marble Arch to the Arc de Triomphe. The total prize money for this event was £10,000. The £5000
first prize was won by RAF Squadron Leader Charles Maughan who used a motorbike and Sycamore helicopter
to get to Biggin Hill airfield. From there he flew his Hawker Hunter to Villacoublay airfield, a helicopter to Issy
heliport just outside Paris and finally rode a motorbike to the Arc de Triomphe arriving 40 minutes 44 seconds
after he had left Marble Arch.

Twelve special prizes were awarded for inventiveness and ingenuity. One of these was won by British European
Airways. They entered a team known as the BEAline syndicate and were awarded a prize of £1000 for ‘originality
and ingenuity’ by using existing transport facilities to get from London to Paris. They succeeded in cutting the
normal 3hr 15min scheduled airline time to 1hr 10 min. G-APMA, the first production Comet 4B, had only made
its maiden flight the month before (27th June 1959). BEA crews had not accumulated sufficient hours to operate
the 4B, so de Havilland provided pilot Peter Bugge and flight engineer Ted. Young. The team started on a
double-decker bus, took a train from Paddington to Ruslip Gardens and from there a car to Northolt Aerodrome.
Eleven minutes after take off the 4B crossed the French coast and the touch down was achieved at Le Bourget
airport after just 28 minutes.

There were two entries by Hatfield Technical College. One was by Derek Mott, who used student-built cars
at each end and the student-built Druine Turbi to cross the Channel. He won £100 for his ‘notably enterprising
entry’. Sadly, the other entrant, Hugh Tansley, failed to win a prize despite his also-enterprising journey using,
on land, the Ransomes mower of Edinburgh-London fame. The report below was published in Embryo Vol 7 No
3 Dec 1959. The pictures are from an Aeroplane magazine article in June 2019, written by the late Lewis Benjamin.

Y London - Paris 4wy Race
‘R @ by HUGH TAMSLEY

Last Juue U Deariy Maw! anvounced thal i1 was organising a race
between London and  Paris Ao celebrale o 300h anolversary ol

Last June the Daily Mail announced that it was start, in which the mower got out of control and
organising a race between London and Paris to plunged towards the crowd, finally cruised off
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Bleriot’s first through Hyde Park and down Exhibition Road
crossing of the Channel by air. The race was to be towards the Albert Bridge.

between individual competitors, who could travel by The journey through London followed a route
any means they wished between the two control points carefully planned to avoid the worst road surfaces and
at Marble Arch and the Arc de Triomphe, the only most of the traffic, and eventually after an uneventful
stipulations being that the Channel had to be crossed trip, the mower arrived at Croydon Airport at 10.30
by air, and any one attempt had to be completed after a journey of some 13’ miles.

between 8 a.m. and 9 p.m. on any one of ten given
days at the end of July.

Tom Hudson and myself decided that we would
like a few days in Paris and we found that Ransomes,
who were still somewhat overwhelmed by the
publicity they had received from the Edinburgh to
London lawn-mower run, were very ready to help us
again and provided two mowers, one in London and
one in Paris. The entry was made in the name of the
Motor Club, and the toss of a coin decided that I
should be the official entrant, whilst Tom flew over as
my manager.

As this was to be a race, rather than a reliability
trial, both mowers were modified to give a top speed

of 6 mph, as opposed to the 4 mph we had during the The Tiger Moth

Easter run. This modification was carried out without

any apparent effect on the mower's rather frightening Waiting on the apron was Tiger Moth G-ACDC,

acceleration. the oldest still flying in this country, piloted by Lewis
The outward journey was to be made on Thursday, Benjamin of the Tiger Club. The engine was already

16th July. A few seconds after 8 o’clock I stamped my running, and within a few seconds we were airborne
route card and after a spectacular, if rather undignified and headed south.
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Before crossing the Channel, however, it was first
necessary to land at Lympne to refuel and to clear
customs. Lewis stopped the aircraft within a few feet
of the pumps, we dashed through customs almost
without stopping, and, after a very fast down-wind
take off, were headed out across the sea within a few
minutes of landing.

Soon after one o’clock Paris came into view and at
1.15 we touched down at Toussus airport, south-west
of the city. Here Tom was waiting with Monsieur
Perrier, Ransomes’ agent in France, who had made all
the arrangements in Paris. However, as it was now
lunch-time, M. Perrier insisted that we stop for
cocktails and a meal at the airport restaurant; despite
the fact that we were in a race, this seemed an
admirable idea.

DALY H.J'."-_HT 0
T ff';;l :

Hugh Tansley and mower on the cobbles

Thus, not until an hour later, and full of good
French food and wine, did I take over the controls of
the second mower and head towards Paris in a mixed
cavalcade of cars, which included M. Perrier’s
Cadillac, his wife’s Dauphine, his nephew’s Aronde,
a Citroen van full of spares and mechanics, and a
Daily Mail Consul. This was the first time [ had driven

on the right hand side of the road, and for those who
are rather nervous of driving on the Continent,
mowing can be recommended as the ideal way to
learn; at 6 m.p.h. there is plenty of time to work out in
which direction to look at T-junctions or which way to
go round a roundabout.

For the first few miles, the mower cruised along
quite happily to the incredulous looks of the local
inhabitants. The road surface remained good until we
reached Versailles where the cobbles began — not
smooth, well-worn cobbles, but great lumps of stone
jutting up every few inches. It became a physical
effort to keep the mower moving in a straight line, and
it was impossible to control its speed except by a
varying pressure on the foot brake. As it lurched
slowly over each stone, every part of the machine
rattled and shook and eventually, whilst in the middle
of trying to cross a wide dual carriageway road, there
was a crack from the front, the casting which held the
petrol tank in place snapped and the tank crashed
down on to the road.

The mechanics tumbled out of the van, lashed the
tank on to the handlebars with rope, and we were off
again. Outside Versailles, to my great relief, the
cobbles gave way to smooth tarmac, until Paris itself
was reached. But now the engine stopped, and refused
to go again. Evidently there was a fuel blockage, so
whilst the carburettor was being stripped, I took the
opportunity to have a long, cool and very welcome
drink.

Eventually we bumped off over the cobbles again,
and down to the edge of the River Seine. Here the
engine stopped once more. Again the carburettor was
stripped, and we were soon off again on the last
stages. We crossed the Seine, were -carefully
chaperoned by the Cadillac and Dauphine across
several wide squares full of fast-moving traffic, and a
short time later saw, at the far end of a tree- lined
avenue, the Arc de Triomphe. To enthusiastic
clapping and a battery of cameras, the mower came
into the check point and I clocked out. The whole
journey had taken 10 hours 43 minutes 8 seconds.

We knocked over 10 minutes off this on the return
journey, but unfortunately our time was bettered by
the R.A.F. using Hunters and motor cycles, to the
extent of some 9 hours 50 minutes, so we did not
qualify for any award.

Hugh Tansley
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LANDS END TO JOHN O’GROATS BY KART, 1961

Initial publicity for the trip

1,000 Mile Trip by Kart.

A group of six Students from Hatfield College

of Technology intend to drive a Xart from Land's
End to John O'Groais by 1,000 mile route.

To prove the reliability of Kart.

prove the reliability of =Zngine.
maintain the traditicn and reputation

up by those before us at this ccllgge

in the field of unconventional travel.

Ubject:=-
Reason:- (i)
(ii) To
(1i1) To
get
Start:-
Route:-
places
Saturday.
gxeter 1.00 a.m.

“ristol 4.15 a.in.
Warrington 10.C0 a.m.
LEHC&EL’EI‘ llt 30 Baills
Ambleside 3.15 p.m.
Carlisle 5.30 p.a.
Glasgow 10.00 p.a.

Rest & Be Thankful 12.0C

It is hoped to pass
at the times stated:-

p' -;I.LI

Land's End 6.30 p.m. Friday, 13th October.

through the following

Sunday.

Glen Coe 3,30 m.m.
Fort William 5.00 a.m.
inverness 7.30 &..1.
Lairgniﬂ.jﬁ 8.0,
Durness 1, 30 p.i.
Dounreay 5.00 p.n.

John O'Groats 6.30 p. .

John 0'Groats 6.0C p.m. Sunday, 15th October.

The six students from this college will take

it in turns of one hour to drive the Kart and chass

which will follow

the {art for the whole

VWhen not driving members of the team will

take it in turn to eat, sleep and navigate.

Finish:-
Method:-
VE&Il,
journey.
. It may

thic
from
also

be remembered that it was
college wino drove a Lawn dower non-stop
Edinburgh to London in 1959.
entered two teams for the Daily lail London

to Paris Air Race,

students from

Thie ecollege
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LANDS END TO JOHN O°GROATS

This report is from Embryo of
Dec. 16th 1961. The author
was not named. A longer
article, by Pat Culshaw,
appeared in Karting World of
Dec. 1961.

he project had been under consideration for more

than two years by various groups and not until
13th October this year did the final lot of students
embark from the College on the trip. This group
consisted of Robin Dandy (Chief Kart Engineer),
Mick Bright (Chief Van Engineer), Peter Comben as
Treasurer. and three late arrivals, Dave Field as Chief
Navigator and Photographer, Pat Culshaw as Public
Relations Officer, and Don McNicholl in charge of
equipment.

With mixed feelings the six of us awaited the hour
of 12.30 p.m. on Thursday, October 13th 1961. After
a “Good Luck” speech by Dr. Chapman, amidst a
large crowd in front of the College, we were off, much
to our relief. Not for long though; through a slight
misunderstanding the Kart, driven by Mick, went
along the St. Albans Road, both headed for St. Albans,
where, after a frantic search, they met. The Kart was
loaded on top of the Dormobile and we headed for
Robin’s father’s cottage at Helston in Cornwall. This
time was used to give everybody experience driving
the van. A policeman was encountered but quickly

EMBRYD £,

v"'ﬂﬂ H Tssue I
Weeh F:dini

Sat Dec t61h -

EATFIELE - WELVEN IRIEFEEDEINT STURENT ANWEPAPER FLCE

— Nt T
L to R: Chairman of West Penwith Rural District
Council, Mayor of Penzance, Peter Comben, Mic Bright,
Don McNicholl, Robin Dandy, Dave Field, Pat Culshaw.

bribed with a packet of Rolos. (One of the sponsors,
Mackintosh’s Ltd, had provided 72 packets of Rolos.)
Most of Friday was used for final preparations and
Kart driving practice.

At Land’s End we were seen off by the Chairman
of West Penwith R.D.C., the Mayor of Penzance, a
BBC television team, and a local reporter. A speech
was recorded by the Chairman, which was later
delivered to the Provost of Thurso along with two

Pete Comben, Mic Bright, Don McNicholl and Robin Dandy
with the Kart, lent by Aero Controls of Northampton.

official tour guides of West Penwith and a Cornish
Pasty. After handshakes all round and photographs,
we were off.

The Aero Kart had been modified to meet MoT
regulations. Mudguards, lights, mirror, number plates,
speedometer, brakes and a horn had been added. It
was taxed and insured and the police notified, so with
confidence we started on the first leg of the trip. A
comprehensive rota system was used so every one
periodically drove the Kart, cooked, navigated, drove
the van and slept.

In order to make up the one thousand miles, the
route was not a direct one. The first stage took us
through Exeter and Bristol to Worcester. The first four
hours were very enjoyable and then trying to catch
rabbits on the road across Dartmoor provided
excellent occupational therapy. Pairs of green lights
encountered here gave a few hair-raising minutes, as
those belonged to horses wandering about on the road.
Once Robin in the Kart went up a slip road, motored
off round a corner and Don got covered in soup during
a fast stop. Cooking in a moving van provided great
hilarity but presented no real problem.

North of Bristol we encountered thick fog and after
Worcester the navigator, who shall be nameless,
became very popular because he had the chase van
going south on the A449, instead of north, so
unfortunately Mick had an extra long spell in the Kart.
The effects of metal fatigue were encountered near
Bridgnorth. The licence holder fell off, and a crack in
the front mudguard necessitated a quick running repair.

The thick fog persisted all morning far as
Whitchurch and again a 2/6 welding repair had to be
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carried out on the front mudguard. These factors put
us five hours behind schedule, hence we missed the
Midlands TV team on the Preston By-pass. It was
decided to go down the Lancaster motorway to save
time, but Pete was driving very enthusiastically in the
heavy traffic and we unable to catch up to tell him. A
small diversion in the Lake was cut out to save time
so we went through Kendal and over Shap, which the
Kart took beautifully in third gear leaving many
amazed lorry drivers behind. Fast stretches of dual
carriageway on the A74 enabled us to make up some
lost time. We were met in Hamilton by Pat’s parents
with flasks of coffee and cans of beer to be opened at
John O’Groats.

Don had a very bone-shaking experience in
Glasgow. Harassed by irate and disbelieving tram and
taxi drivers, hooted at by alcoholic Scotsmen (public
houses and dance-halls were emptying), who thought
it very amusing to see a Kart clambering over the
cobble-stones, and pursued down Argyle Street by a
large and indignant Alsatian. This stretch was the worst
on the trip. Shortly after Loch Lomond came our first
encounter with the police. Two carloads of them
caught up with us at the bottom of the Rest-and-Be-
Thankful pass, but we quickly gave them a hand-out
and lightheartedly passed the time of night. They were
very helpful in warning us of road-works ahead.

From here onwards, the driving was the most
enjoyable of the trip. Since it was the middle of the
night no traffic was encountered. The roads were
beautifully twisted and the surface excellent.

The next fuel stop, scheduled for the Bridge of
Orchy at 2 a.m. caused some consternation and rude
words because we could not arouse anyone at the
filling station which was supposed to be open.
However, we managed to reach Inverness on the
original schedule. We found petrol in Inverness and
sped on and our befuddled minds realised the end of
the trip was at hand.

Waking after two hours sleep was a miserable
experience and generally this person was ignored for
two minutes because he was not inclined to carry on
an intelligent conversation. Change-overs did help,

however, in that a blast of cold air swept through the
van, blowing away most of the cobwebs.
As we were now on schedule we decided to drive

Running repair somewhere en route

up the east coast instead of across to Lairg and take
some cine film of driver changes and also of the
scenery. As Pat sped along the single track road
Highland sheep jumped six feet off the road into the
bracken. Later, on this same road which is classed as
an ‘A’ road, the Kart nearly collided with a Jaguar that
would not give way, and forced the Kart into the
heather.

We arrived at Thurso hours early, and found the
streets crowded. We telephoned the Provost, and while
we were waiting for him outside the Council Offices
a large crowd gathered. He arrived fifteen minutes later
and took us into the Council Chambers, where we
discussed the journey and signed the visitors book. We
presented him with the guide books and the pasty, and
then drove to the Royal Hotel, where six dirty and
unshaven students were entertained to tea by His
Worship.

We did not stay long at the Hotel, as we wished to
arrive at John O’Groats by 6.30 p.m., and so we set
about the last twenty miles of our journey.
Unfortunately it started to rain for the first time in two
days, and our arrival at John O’Groats was somewhat
damp. However, we were pleased at having

U
-

accomplished what many people
said was not only impossible but
illegal. Thence we retired to bed in
the Caber Feidh Guest House, very
| tired but very satisfied.

John O’Groats.

N 4l photos courtesy of Peter Comben.
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LANDS END TO JOHN O°’GROATS

This article was written by Pat Culshaw

1080 Miles by Aerokart

The conceplion of this project took place two yoars
ngo when the lown mower team considered an atrempt
to drive a karl from Land’s End to John O Groats.
However, they came upon what they thought were
insupernble snngs, and hence allowed the project to drop.
Lost February the nucleus of the present group henrd
ihat one kart monufacturer—namely Aero Controls Lid.,
of Northampton-—were prepared o lend o kart o the
College to be modified for use on the road and then to be
used for o reliability trial over public roads, It was hence
decided to form o group of six students to carry oot the
necossary work.

The manufacturers were again contacted to see if they
were still prepared (o assist us and we had o favourable
reply from Mr. Palmer, the Sales Manager. He sugpested
various manufacturers who might be interested and
letters were sent out. Dr, Chapman was also approached
and he wholeheartedly backed us und gave us every
possible help, including making the initinl contact with the
Villiers Engincering Co. Lid, of Wolverhampton with
regird 1o the loan of & spare engine.

After four months of letter writing the enthusiasm began
to wane slightly with only one or two favourable replies
being received, the notable oncs being from J. W. & T,
Connolly Lid., of High Wycombe, who agreed to give us
spare wheels and tyres, and Lodge Plugs Lud., of Rugby,
who supplicd six spare sparking plugs. Insurance was the
main difficulty, but a contact eventually arranped this
and with some financial backing we knew we would be
off. Again Dr. Chupman came to the rescue and very
kindly wrote o the Governors of the College who were
most generous in their donations.

Some of the firms who were contacted late came 1o our
aid with fire extinguishers [Antifyre and Minimax],
tape recorders for & message from the Chairman of the
Rural District Council of West Penwith to the Provost
of Thurso (Grundig Lid. and Channel Instruments Lid.),
300 cigarettes (W, D & H. O, Wills Ltd.), 72 packets of
Rolos (Mackintosh's L1dl.), #nd for the kart, a speedo-
meter from Smiths Instruments Lid., of Cricklewood.
Our next problem was to obtain 4 vehicle 1o act s chase
van earrving all our equipment and spares and, again,
we received several negative replics. However, Popes Lid,,
of Finchley, said they could lend a 15 cwt. Bedford van,
but as we necded it Tor five days we decided it would be
rather inconvenient for them and also it was restricted
to a 30-m.ph speed limit.

Our next step was o borrow enough money (o purchase
a vehicle and this was eventually done and taken to Popes
to be serviced, free of charge, as there were one or two
parts broken or missing.

Since the stan of the project certain people had droppexd
out and new members invited, and the final team con-
sisted of three of the original members: Robin Dandy,
chief kant mechanic, Mic Brnight, chief van engineer,
Peter Comben as Treasurer, and the-three liter arrivals,
Dave Fields as photographer and navigator on the
journey, Pat Culshaw as public relations officer, and
Don McNicholl in charge of equipment. The route was
plonned mainly by Roger Duncan, one of the original

lowr, and indecd Roger's hard work was a very great
facror in ensuring the success of the venture,

Everything was now set and some intensive work, making
and painting notices and assembling the kart, was put in
by several outside helpers together with the team.

On the Thursday morning of October 12, the van was
packed with all our equipment and o Inrge goantity of
food provided by E. V. Carter of 5t. Catherine Street,
5t. Albans, and at 12.30 p.m. the kart and van were driven
round to the front of the College where o large crowd
had gathered to hear Dr. Chapman make a “Good Luck™
speech.

Then we were off.

Midnight saw ws at a cottuge near Helston, Comwall,
where we had a good night’s rest before our journey.
Friday was spent on final details and ot 5 o'clock the
group 524 out for Lands End. Here we were met by
the Chairman of the Rural District Council of West
Penwith and the Mavor of Penennce. B.B.C. camernmen
then arrived and films and photographs were 1aken, and
after recording a speech by the Chairman and his
presenting us with Guides of West Penwith and n
Cornish Pasty for the Provost of Thumo, we started our
trek at 645 p.m. It was plinned to change kart drivers
gvery 30 miles, the rest of the team either driving the
vitn, navigoiing, cooking or resting. The route had been
divided into sections planngd to give stopping places on
convenient stretches of road.

The first few hours were very enjoyable and trying 1o
catch rabbits on the road across Darimoor relicved the
monotemy slightly. As lar as Bristol everything went
perfecily and we were slightly ahead of schedule, but
then fog, which had been present all through the night,
thickened considerably in the early hours of the moming
and we gradually begun to lose time. Up to this point
it was not possible to gauge people’s reactions, but as it
began 1o lighten it was very noticeable that there are
two sections (o the community. One, who disregarded the
kart altogether, and the other who suddenly realised there
was something different on the road and just stopped
and stared or nudged their companion and pointed
guickly. Most people seemed to luugh, and with one or
two exceptions, we found drivers most courteous, very
often stopping just (o see what was going past. Traffic
lights were our only stopping places in towns and here we
distributed most of our literature describing the event.
Two disturbing cvents occurred while travelling through
the West Midlands—both near Bridgnorth, The first
one was that the licence fell off and in spite of a search
lasting severnl mimutes it could not be found. Immediately
after this we siopped for petrol and noticed that the front
wing had cracked and a hasty repair was carmied oul.
Unfortunately, the quality of out-of-the-wny garnge
mechanics is very low, and only 100 miles elapsed before
the trouble was again evident. From Wigan onwards
we looked for a garage ond eventually Tound a place
where a welding operation was carried out resulting
in an excellent repair for 25 6d. A1 Wigan the rear wing
stay suffered from fatigue and two lengths of welding
wire were needed to “tie” it together again.

Continued...
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The breakage troubles and fog had delayed us by five
hours and hence we missed the Midlands T.V. team on the
Preston by-pass, and we decided to cut out the Lake
District and so were only two hours late on crossing the
Scottish border,

Waking after two hours’ sleep was a miserable experience
and generally this person was ignored for ten minutes
because he was not inclined to carry on an intelligent
conversation. Change-overs did help, however, in thut
a blast of cold air swept straight through the van, blowing
away most of the cobwebs,

Night now descended and so did the fog, but fortunately
only in small patches. The road towards Glasgow is
being made into dual carriageway and it was worrying
somelimes to see a road on the left apparenily ready for
use, but empty.

We were met in Hamilton by Pat Culshaw's parents,
who handed over Masks of hot coffee and & can of beer
each for celebrafing our arrival at John O Groats,
Cooking on the move cnused us some anxiety before we
set out, but we took a large butane cooker, and a piece
of wire tied & deep pan down where we cooked sausages,
brewed coffee and boiled soup, but even this did not
prevent the floor of the van and the cook™s feet being
somewhat dampened on occasions,

Glusgow was a very bone shaking experience, harassed
by irate und dishelieving tram and taxi drivers, hooted at
by alcoholic Scotsmen—the public houses and dance
halls were emptying—who thought it was very amusing
10 see a kart clambering over the cobblestones, and
pursed down Argyll Street by o large and indignant
alsation, made this section one of the worst on the trip.
The vibration caused another failure when the spot light
ceased 1o function, but some hasty soldering on the bulb
cured this and the vehicles began to move onward once
more,

Down the side of Loch Lomond we sped with no
opposition and then came our first encounter with the
police. We had stopped for a driver change at the bottom
of the Rest and Be Thankful Hill, when two cars stopped
behind us. Three policemen got oot, but we quickly
gave them a handout and lightheartedly passed the
time of night and when we were ready to go they warned
us of road works ahead and cheerfully waved us on our
way.

Our next petrol stop was scheduled for 2 a.m. at the Bridge
of Orchy and, sccording to all reports, the filling station

.

would be open. When we arrived, however, everything
was in darkness and some cursing resulied but we did
not manage to arouse anybody so we decided to make for
Inverness and hope our calculations of fuel consumption
would allow us 1o arrive in this town with both engines
still running.

We ran into Inverness on our original schedule and
drove round the town once ar twice before finding the
back street garage. This was our last scheduled siop
before John O Groats and we began to realise, through
the haze of siecpincss, we had nearly sucoeeded with our
praject.

As the calculated mileages appeared to be incormect, we
found we could complete 1,000 miles by driving up the
east coast instead of heading for Lairg, hence we decided
to stop and take some cine film of the driver changes
and scenery, Also on this part of the run we watched the
reactions of the many sheep that inhabit the Highlands.
If they were standing on the road they would just take
one leap and land six feet away with a look of surprise
on their faces. In the empty arcas, feathered birds were
a menace flying up and nearly hitting the driver in the
face, but even greater harards were ahead. In order to
call at Thurso we took the AR97 from Helmsdale to
Melvich, and in spite of its classification this road
turned out 1o be just about wide enough for the kart
and the middle had grass sprouting freely through it,
only leaving a small ground clearance, A large car
coming in the opposite direction necessitated manocuvres
up the bank as the driver would not give way and we had
no means of reversing our vehicle. There was only about
an inch of daylight between his wing and the kart wing
and we all breathed a sigh of relief when the vehicles had

passed.

Being Sunday the streets of Thursoe were crowded and
as we arrived two hours before schedule, we telephoned
the Provost of the town and while we were waiting outside
the Council Offfices a large crowd gathered. The Provost
arrived about 15 minutes later and took us into the
Council Chamber where we discussed our project and he
asked us to sign the Visitor's Book, We presented him
with the Guide Books and the pasty and then we drove
to the Royal Hotel where six dirty and unshaven students
were entertained by His Worship,

As we wished to arrive at John O° Groats by 6.30 p.m.,
we left the hotel at 5.30 pm. and set about the last
20 miles of our journey,

Reprinted from
EARTING
December 1961, fssue
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LANDS END TO JOHN O°’GROATS

When and where this was published/displayed is not known.

SUCCESS 1080 MILES, 47 HOURS,
SIXTY ONE 21 MPH. 54 MPG,

Robin Dandy Mic Bright
Peter Comben Pat Culshaw
Don McNichell Dave Field

Several difficulties had

to be overcome and a lot
of people said it was

impossible, but as was

proved these problems can
be solved.

This Collags is becaming renownsd for its unconventional activities,
We onoce held the World Record for the mmber of people in & telephone Kdosk,
a student cycled }72 times round Piceadilly Circus non-stop, a mini van toured
Trafalgar Square 100 times, a team of 20 students take part in the anmal
London-Leicester prem rece, a Lawn Mower was driven from Edinburgh to London
non=stop. Two teams entered the Daily Mail London to Paris Air Race - the
Lawn Mower and a team of two home built cars and aireraft which won a consolatien
prize of £100. The last event was a record breaking trip from lands End to
John 0'Groats in a Kart,

It is now rumoursd Fngland will be toured on a motorised lavatory in the
near future, Why not keep this tradition at its pressnt high level and contime
the spirit of adventure by being an intrepid studsnt using an unconventional
mathod of trawvel,

Several of thess projects could not suocesd without the support in every
direotion of Dr,.Chapman and the College Governors and any new ideas which you
think may be possible should be comminicated to anmy membsr of the Students Union
who will be only too willing to assist,
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PRAM RACES

The University of Leicester organised pram races,
at first mainly between their own colleges, from St
Albans to Leicester in the mid to late 1950s. In 1959
the race started in Leicester Square, London.
Hatfield first took part in 1960, when they were
sixth. In 1961 they came third, as recorded in this
report in Embryo, provided by Barry Kensett.

BY MUTUAL
PERAMBULATION
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he didn't like it at all when I left her at 9 o'clock on

Sunday night. "Must get back to Hatfield for the
Pram race." Incomprehensible reply sounded like
"Muddy pools", or something.

Fellow idiots were congregating, intoning like the
experienced mechanics that they weren't, over the new
formula G.P. pram just delivered with seat still hot
from baby's bottom. Into the coach it went, together
with a spare which had to be dismantled before it
would go into the boot.

The first part of the annual pram race, organised by
Leicester University, was a parade from Leicester
Square to Regent's Park: the Blue-bottles considered
it unwise that we should actually start running in the
West End. At about 12.45 a.m. we were off amid cries
of "Cripes" and "How does one leap off a bus at this
speed?" Each runner was to sprint for 20 seconds;
after this time the driver braked hard, forcibly ejecting
the next runner onto the pram. One gasping, spent
runner was unceremoniously hauled aboard and the
coach accelerated again on the cue of "Aboard"
shouted by a little fellow with a funny hat up front.
Disaster struck almost immediately: little wheel, big
drain, asymmetric moment and the tyre was off.

Out leapt the maintenance team with tools but we
lost valuable time, possibly costing us a place in the
final result. On the road again and soon all runners in
the team had had their first run. We soon mastered the
routine, and then came our second mishap: the handle
came completely adrift. More hurried repair work
before we were under way again to suffer no more
mechanical failure throughout the race. We then
passed a stationary coach with an all girls' team from
Leicester. They were only running a nominal race
through towns; hoisting their pram aboard for the rest
of the journey. They proved to be a continual and
attractive source of encouragement, inspiring renewed
effort whenever they were in sight.

We took no notice of traffic lights: a bluebottle at
every major junction gave us priority, we only had the
race to think about. The field of twenty-four were
started at minute intervals, Hatfield being 3rd away.
We were now lying 4th due to the mishap, but soon
had our sights on the coach in front. A quick burst and
a cheer, and we were through, aiming up the Great
North Road, through Whetstone, Barnet and St.

Albans, running like spit off a shovel. Somewhere
along the London Road a cyclist seemed rather peeved
at being passed amid cries of "It's quicker by pram!"
He obviously wasn't English because he interposed his
verbal objections with adjectives [ hadn't heard
before; still my mate Gus was much travelled and
good as a linguist, and he was able to reply on equal
terms before we left him behind. (The cyclist!) Into St.
Albans Market Place to cheers from local supporters
for a scheduled 2 hour break for the consumption of
many oranges. 23 miles down, 71 to go. We learn that
we are lying 4th, morale climbs. The next leg was to
Dunstable for another orange-sucking %2 hour break,
where we had climbed one place to third - a position
we were to keep to the finish. Then on to Newport
Pagnell by which time daylight had dawned in more
ways than one — muscles were beginning to get a little
stiff and the call "Embrocation" was heard many times
above the cheers of encouragement. We passed the
Leicester Training College team on this run but as we
were running to aggregate time and were started at 1
minute intervals after each break this did not affect our
overall race position — they were eventually placed
second. Off again after a 4 hour break on the way to
Northampton. Slight hesitation while leaping off the
coach to be confronted with "un chat noir" in the path
of the pram. A blood-curdling yell caused it to retreat
with fluebrush tail held high in defiance. Into
Northampton at 8.30 a.m. amidst rush hour traffic for a
2 % hour breakfast break. Food and rest proved almost
disastrous, causing tired leg muscles to seize solid but
after a little prising and a liberal embrocation we were
place able to set off on the undulating 22 mile run to
Market Harborough. Progress was rather slow at first
and the following coach nearly caught up with us.
Renewed efforts and they were left in the dust many
furlongs behind; this was a short stage, however, and
although we got sights on the Training College we were
unable to overhaul them. They admitted afterwards that
we caused them to "extractus digitum". At Market
Harborough we were met by two carloads of H.T.C.
supporters who were to cheer us on the final leg to
Leicester, our finest and most painful run.

The final reckoning? "Never again!" was the
immediate thought, but now, nearly two weeks later,
"Roll on the next Pramdemonium."
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Barry Kensett earning his HNC in pram-pushing
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All on this page from Barry Kensett except Roger Gawthorpe'’s

certificate, centre right
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IN-PRAM-PUSHING

higis to [‘.E'I.‘ﬁfa thot << <2<

a
Sarry Ennsatii

qualified for ond porticipated in

the anomal London fo Leicester

perombulotor race 1961, spousored
bp Teicester Wniversitp

final position 3¢ from

a iotal enirp of 24 feoms

Bigtance covered:g4 miles
i 6 hm& 55 minnies

SBGNLD
ran HTE r.m lace- 5 Rec m
nr:.:l:mwnm!' mﬁus

B SATIONAL CERT TP ICATE
IR AM PN

@' hisls to certifp that seses

e i

qualified for amd participated in
the anrmal Tondon to Lelerster
F;mmhqj,nint rnee obi,

bp Tricester Uniwersip

final penition 3@ from
s total eotrp of 24 lroum

19

© de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School Association 2023 www.dhaetsa.org.uk




Enterprising Activities

From Pete Comben

20

THERE WERE 20
PRAM PUSHERS

A borrowed pram was apolo-
getically handed bock 0 its
Hutfleld owner this week
Rather worse for its week-end
wear, ii caused the owner o
benr. po hurd feelings to the
Indaet the gwner expectoed [t
#o camne back a likile shabbier
in sppearance than in actual
faet it was.

For the pram had been pushed
on & Bd-mite route {ram Leices-
tor Sguare too Lelcesier by 20
students from Hatfleld College.

#And with it they won third

In the annaal race, or-
ganised by Leleester Universily
“rag" commitiee. Their prize:
48 bottles of frothy brown ale.

THE CHANGE-OVER

Needless to say it was wel-
ecme refreshment for the stu-
Continued on back page

Conlinued from page 1

donts who lefy Leicester Square
at midnight on Sunday.

So nz not fo upset traffie un-
duly, only five members. from
ecach of the competing 23 {eams
iook pushing turns io Regents
Puark—und “then (he -race was
on.

The Halfield {eam, riding in
& coach, took 20-second dashes.
The relief man alighted from
the wehicle, still in maotion, 1o
swop  places with the student
who had finlshed his burst. Thon
he would mount the bus, siill
moving.

One thousand and niney throe
bursis mier, the feam renched
Leles . There were o, casunl-
figs—apart from a few inevit-
able scraiches, coused by the
unorihodox change-over routine

The pram jtsell presonied =
couple of problems. Onee o tyre
came off and then n handle-
grlp - beeame losse.

IMPROVEMERT

Othierwize there wis no bresk
in the pram pandemonium.

Hatfield improved on their
last vears effort when they
wore sixth out of 14 teams.
This venr they were third oul
of 23 in 6 hours 55 minutes,
runners-up. 1o Geography stu-
dents from Leicester University
and Leicester Training College.

Actually Haifield's entry was
doubtful at the elevenih hour,
They had eash problems.

Then somecne put an iden
abroad—and B sweopsiake was
organised. The winner, Liz Last,
secresnry of the Students' Union
puessed nearest to the winning
rerm’s time snd £15 was raised
— 158, —less than the totnl cost
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Enterprising Activities

1962 was the year in which the College finally won the pram race, on Monday 5th March (not the 4th

as reported in Embryo!).

EMBRYO

ELD --WELM

Volume II Tssue IV
Weeb Endiug

Sat, March 241 1962

_ FEHNDEHT 3TUDEKT KEWEE

ERICE 34

HATFIELD WINS RACE

VICTORY AT THIRD ATTEMPT BY PRAM PUSHERS

Batfield won toe Leiceater University Prom dace for tae Ciral time so Wonday £th ¥arch,

hgoinat predler appesition thun in uny previoue year, Hatfield College aecuine the firset
l'l:"ﬁ-l.Elll.lH:’fBI‘ tean to win tihe prize of & barrel af sesr wnen bthoey beat laak year's wWimnare,
Leisenter Geograpoical aociety, bY one aminote.

Tcy roads, wilch ::I-'|-1-'-'-!'|i ouosed toe cangelletion of the race, necesailuled the eutting of
tha 100 mile run to 35, wolch the fatfield bean covered in 3 hourn B8 ninutes,

Ina team 15 unanismous in
praising cosch-driver Heg Hunt
woo entared waolsosartedly inis
tne splrit of the race, and
BuVed many pracicua seoonds oy
Sooe wRilitul driving,

At Leicester on Ronday
afterason tae Team's Manager,
Jim Albani, wua presented with
Ein boken engraved tenmward oy
the Mayar of Leiceater. Tha
toan Wenl bhrough Goe fomiliar
roukine of putsing anyona
tiey could 15y fhelr aandm an
in the pram, and 1ifting theam
Lo shoulder neight = just to
prove Goat "Eoey atill oad 1t
in Etasw". Lkis year the un=
fortunuates were thne anarning
lalosater Marshall *dmsne' mnd
B lnoosest datlield auppsrtar,

Jie albani, Teas Mani. &, in Doown BOOWE with mamoors of our
winning iesm, lanediptely <fter ne nad beeo presented witn
bee tropay.

We Bave mudn plemsurs in
priaticg tas following noze

TRADES
POND TOOL CO ;

¥ OWWIGMORES SOUTH,
HOWARDEGATE,
WELWTN GARDEN CITY

Teleghone: WELWYH GARDEN TaT2

INDEX

PRATL Ul savany s sivasinemenid

Editorial .. ... - Y-
(] ol T 1T T L T PP~
Coundil CoTmanta. . e snianan ]

tt S R D o . |
College DiarFeeererannmen
Hetfisld Hare and Thers

o e W A e
i Columbee.enrrermnnnnsnsnsd
Pram fiEW . o v ois ciniiennessiasah

Jolution GO Puzrzle.....

from tne Frimcipal, waicn is
repregentative of all the

intersat urgused by the Fron
[afriel-R4

IO THE PHAM RACE WINNERS
Tour performance on bekpl?
of the (allage deserves the
hlghest proise, and [ shoulo
lise to tnuns you all for your
eptaErprias Lo secping tha flg,
of Hatfield flying in tie fuos
al sucn starn competition,
W.A.J, CEAFMAR

—_

A full cocgunk of tioe Hice i;
given ipslds on pa e 8.

MAY 19*
E-- Izrn

FANCY DRESS

RAG BAIL

DANCING TO THE
GAYTHORNE
" ORCHESTRA

Team workout. Photo from J E Albanie.
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EMEAYE G

SEE HOW THEY RUN

Trne sterting parsnall ralsed
nis lLondepsaker and Cleared him
throat - "Alrignt Hatlield? &

2 aaes 1

2 =
sima % oaeas

Got

A fractian of & gecond lLatar
FRen =wvens had pusacd boe prag
round tne sgroer Irom Glou=
cester Hlips Aand wag beading
up tne A4 followed by & Gre=
pendous cnesr fros the otaer
runnecs i SAag coadi AnG the
datfisld supporteras. The
Goach grivar, Mr. feg Hunt vea
arrzed, *Are taay all ap fast
ag tnat? He's cleexing 27 @
Feanwhile Pete Valent
tipckeepar, wao do
count dowr for tas fi
GOangR=0ver.

After all the weekn o
plonning and practialng
wiza Qb

pouaTS

Jim Albeny, Tean dalpper,
admitied tnat os 1Likd
worries. “Weather conditions
Lad Deen VEry @uch 00 ay aing
in bae psat monbh,  Would we
have raip, slest, anow, fog,

aavere Trogt?! Io fact we
ploost hed all toeae. Tha
werather was terrible. Ics

and snow aloosh coused tne

race ko e cancelled, bol after
Lte orgasiisccs, Laicaster
toivarsily, Lad congulbed wikh
stner eatrants by Puore, i1

wid agreed to centloue tne
race.

Eatfiald startsd an third
place by virtus of lust year's
poelkion. Io Tront wers the
twe suratch beams I'rom Loioces-
ter — the Teschers' Iraining
College, wnt leat year's win-
nara the Feogripnioel Spclaky.

ey ROADS
Change -yvers wera o littls
auwzardsos sk firab unill Tun=

nero oed.zoe familisr wikh the
Leconiqus of lesviog and me=
gnterlng e &g =T
d mph o@ Loy &
in five milas ey dunt and the
runners ned devaleoped Eho
grocead ko 5 fiue ark.

DL Ge oars were a greast oelp.
otk and o wan-load of
touslaEtic aupporiera and

g gpare pran wers in froaok,
shing encourn ing recarke,
vordon ¥ard was behind

g Alg spotlight to dll-
wiaal .TE the pram, WALCL
fapilitated change-wVers.

daneitloss becuss standily
worgs s Lonoon wes left e
nind; Ao unlacky rwansr froo
arother Lees ¥es Laken bo hoe—
plisal after fallipg on ife, a@o
EVED RNe 3 careful
aoout leaving

e ooath. How—
gver, wa we sntered Hertford-
paire, e thougnt of being on
bome ground spurred toe Hat—
field rusnsrd on bo guin o
nifuie on the leaders. Holy=
well Hill nustb nuve been & ABar
grind for toe others, bul our
lade gnaw boab a2t the top lay
St. Peter'a streat and & half
2o Lour reat.

In dt. Albepg, bo view of
the accident, and the awful
condilions, 1% was degided by
a gegting of fean capbaina ko
soandon Lhe Jdt. AlDang =
Horsaaipkon atretob, Similar

conditions - ice asnd snow -
peralated right Lo Noftham-
pton, mo that, in order io
Eegp S0 tne original scheduls,
Lt wun necesasacy Lo walt for
B houre in Nerwhaspkan.

Duriag e sorning, teumm
&nd aupporiers canvassed Hortn-
amphoh With collecking boxes,
invading tae sanciity of
flagiea' bairdressers and Asl-
aing up "bus conductors.

THE RESTART

The micute we had geined
over the first socliom gave
us gecond pasition on the grid
for tie restart at L2 ooop,
Leaa tham two minutse later,
we were Within overtoking dia-
tebce of Leicester “eag.
Socieky. Here deg Hunl ax-
celled mimself = with haad
firmly placed on khe hora but=
ton, be weaved tarough the
lunch-time fraffic fo pass
the *"Geng. Joo.' cosch na
d-1 Jores took the pram.

k... -c:alter Eho elation
of owertaling cur firat victin
= tragedy! A aladirection on
tae sutekirtd of Leicesater coat
the coach pix minutes, whila
the correct route wesm Tound.
Umie deloy ceused us to oe
Caugnt at & level crossing.
while the copcan wae foreed Lo
walt, tho leog-digtunce run-

nera = Stava Forresater and
Pat Culshaw = held e lead
adnirsble run.

wikih &an

Rbowes
svard from the Lord Mayar of
Laicastar,

Jim Albenl recelvas the

really cams inta thelr owp,
ahd Medical Man John Escble
vas kepk veary busy rubbing
in the embrocation aod mns-
gaging dead muscles back to

lifa,

Tae sense of urgency

and the indefatigable energy
of the Hatfigld team foroed
thew on uatil the last mag-

piffosnt inch.

ind five

minubes laber we Knew that
wa had wen and suddenly it
all seemed wWoPSh it.

The tcnos wers adplratly
fed and ensertained by Sheir

hagtes mt

khe Taiversity, and

we sabiled down tg eajoy
qur prize = the btarrel aof
bear = in fhe customary

plyla.

Those who ran:

1.
2.
F.
4.
Ta
By
7.
B,
3.
10,
1l.
13.
L3,
14.

K&sn Eveans

Dave Patey

Auga hathan

4=D Jones

Dave Field

Hoy Miltonm

Pat Culphaw
Stave Porrester
Lony Bookn

Dick Waltringneam
Dave Irvine
Jonn Arrawaoiihb
Colin Thompaon
At zky Bould

Dok Willlamse
Jahn Waggokt
Mick Maunaall
Tephn Lewin

Fete Jurridge
Barrie Cunnipshan

L Bn kbtempt to regmin our
WMGlEiom & crasking pade woag
sal up. Iniz proved too much
for the twa coachos following
cloas beaind, whose prams col-
lided apd balbted tasir coachea.

At the atop for bga at Hus-
bancg Hoswortb a glalm wWam made
Ior the BlX minutes Loat, which
wara subtructed froa cur totel
tlpe, With inig encouraging
news and Lies tnought shat thers
waTe only 13 miles left, the
team was ino high apirits for
the final run into Leiceater.

AL Thls stage 1o the Huoa,
the btursts wers phortened pnod
Tull use wam made of tae four
Epacd boys - Kem Ewans, Dave
Patey, 4-0 Jones and Russ
Wathan. Habfield's supporters

\ IREG'S

EMYITERY TOURS
£ COASTAL TRIPS

29,33,41 SEATER COACHES

¥ RECH COACHES CARRIED HETS
* REGS COACHNES ARE ALSO AWVALABLE

32 CRANBOURNE QARDENS
WELWYN QARDEN CITY.

PROPRIETOR
RHUNT

COACHES

*¥ PRAM RACES

* PANTOMIMES
* THEATRES, ETC.

FOR PRIVATE H/IRE

WANING FRAM RACE TEAM 132

FOR THESXE A5 WELL

TELEFECRE: WELWYN CARDEN LIA2
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Enterprising Activities

John ‘Jim’ Albanie & Russ Nathan, 1962. Photo from
Ricky Bould.

Hatfield College of Technology won again in 1963,
the prize this time being a barrel of beer, presented
by Leicester City footballer Len Chalmers.
Leicester Evening News Mon 4 Mar 1963

ASTWICK MANOR PHYSICAL
EXERCISE 1964

LEW CHALEEAL Letwsster Sy ¢ S ileag ---- Als Bl of beae e Ve el

Toahaial Catings batee ey o ten Lutvorky oy proe oty fopm Randes, whidh

LLET N'-H--l Pira Loiiardid peibirday  dosfher gorfusd @il SRSEEr G SesErTewl
L g e el

300 JOIN IN
PRAM RACE |

BOGUS POLICE SEND CITY TEAM ON DETOUR

.".L.TH'.JH GH pres-pushicg may b cossidered a8 un
‘A phinkable ocowpalisn [or (e avernge bacheler, more
thn 300 young mem yesierdsy choss (o lose faee  for
rharity's sakr

-pm ke — the LU

They wrre stndenis tal*F = .l'r.."i Fivul r-'.‘f..._..:

B :l‘h M |_:::,:.-: __l-:r;*"' they fwww Bad mshaps =k
e - AT e 15y wEr

:-: l;':-'l Lowssier Lmrermits T g Ful prRSE e 18 graEd

= merRe &l 1 el

Ememite (fe efevis o & §™F ;._"4.-)“- Tha

-
of  Begus  seiwemes. W Mgy Pt L e
managed 13 eeer iwe e 00 PN .
Iedsdew, ww b Vamile deimmr. w17 RETVET

Iamaty WER ah ¢ B pompleis th
e ™ TR T |
mr Beer .f-]
Ths Faew wms un &= 8 Frie il
i and iR B mewbers oof  Thic wes e Grsl e Fal ke
imaey bnnk if 1R fmrne oo Bemuemost Ha Leg P
he AETeRmpERTing (oash SEUeved e Thew and Py (e

N i i i T ow hasdend Arhrsemeni of smWBiRg setond
srde mpmsey (ke goud - (ke Vie pings by strarsd 8 gratring
i@ Pa s Leieeabar  ary f Iha |[priag TR
§e g W b
Great cheer Far Malfedd 1§ ae fhe gerand
* Rai They havr
Arihe raders peded lewur! - ::T'__I""";l.:: "I"_‘I P
1he BmisBing (RS  studemin guvs . -
wi gresl rhrery Bt enspurses ._'T:‘:" ;';'::_:"", .:.__T‘“LT‘_
P il Pemumas; i L Herensn P e

i% ik irromphasd dnd Ueely

Harmety 0 _-ﬂtuh‘h-—r o}

Bayrs [T T R pe——— i s
TP wmis Pes Le Y BEE e S e - —
engd USe FlElBeid msn eomeaed e |
s fusg TEred  Gewuhds 8 The —— =
ad e oo ik CEE i AT s I L B R
Linerewliy FRA JusfAad v glai™ a
-ll'lh-r\-o-n irgmia Wy bl bl o

gt - B R ] Top tier: Geoff Pyne (dark clothing), Alan "Sammy" Speller
- (white shorts), partially hidden Malcolm Isbister.
Bottom tier: Lance ?? (white shorts), John Elliott (dark
shorts), Derek Vanstone (grey trousers), probably John
Bass to his left, plus ?? at the back. Photo via Geoff Pyne.
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ACROSS THE CHANNEL BY BEDSTEAD, 1966

The following account is condensed from that given in ‘Sixty Years of Innovation’, which gives its
source as the Welwyn Hatfield Times, and from other newspaper reports.

n 14th March 1966 Gus Blanchard, Leslie 'Blod'
Mountain, Johnny Hatch, John Rice, Alec Curmi,
Malcolm Burch and Sue Spearing set sail from Dover,
destination Calais, 22 miles away. Most, if not all, the
men were HSA apprentices. Their craft was an old
bedstead, acquired either from a local Scout troop or
bought at a jumble sale for 6d (sources differ). It was
mounted on a tubular metal frame some 10ft by 8ft,
was fitted with flotation tanks supplied by Hawker
Siddeley Dynamics at Stevenage and with two
outboard motors. It was tested at Abbey Cross Pit, near
Cheshunt, by a number of students jumping up and
down to see if it would sink. Apparently it overturned,
temporarily trapping some underneath. Nevertheless
it was seemingly declared seaworthy, although by
whom was not recorded.
It was launched on the afternoon of Monday 14th
March, the crew allegedly attired in nightshirts and
bedcaps, with what was described as ‘polythene

sventful, spari from fog paiches
Ansiher of Lhe students. Leslie
- = Mountsin 1300 from Bamaleg
s s “ g Soulh Walsi, said: = Everything
e f g
Fram BRIAN WITCHEN st off . b
s OVER THE WAVES S S et e i
JEVEMN I-.Illdl'll'll m.'mlhl:.“H"'I*;r
2 chigged arross Uie Lo
T rided to ir7 1o sink the bedstead,
abvomrd @ dwuble jed using = 3 uir rifle. Wa Sred over
And despite whal mp G 100 m l:““r-m'“’
- I L A L — i g bed e tanks down,
-I::d;::'ili: !:I::‘ :::i:.ll.lhr .::lghl; T.ﬂ.. ':l ooy PF.'I‘:'.F.I:: :.dnﬂl‘tr ::‘!.F': ':‘h‘ ] : aw  the ﬁ
sindenis | pie wi sludenis — six F§ Tl | M owarda
l'r-:dr 1'i'|r I:b:l-l:r?rm"m.lhl;fr voalhs and =i |N-vear- bed.”  And, for the oodi- :if"e:mlin warned the
i Calais im less Lham mld girl, a1 from Haifekd shoni, Lhey wore Py jEmas
nine bosre 10 was meed Teclnbeal Uallege, Merin  under loyers of swenlers sulhoritbes that N *-“ L ]
- i Te kewp ihe horuss bed hazard 1o m
Iulir:d .ﬂln:nll..r Lhery Tlull:j;rr-ﬁ The sludenis were ﬂ.l
Daily Mirror Tuesday 15 Mar 1966 e -l e e Dover befors returning to Hal-
the bed Ghey Hued wo feld by rosd laie loday
oulboard molors M ook B hours 0 minsles
Wl jusi in rase the bed o croas o Calsis ﬁ an lrom
m:ﬁ::m was & maolor . '“". E--F.“ wrem
Alter the sindents manial brass knobs  which
|;|||l|1t le! 1.:1._|II:_ e il ” had Bited %o & rall made
Ilnl;l:n: I.:MJ-III.ITHL Wr. may r tubular steel and emply oll

gy Bach (he same way

EeR 7

undersealing for warmth’ — but the photograph
overleaf does not support this description. Progress
was slow and came to a halt once beyond Dover
harbour entrance, the craft’s speed of three knots being
countered by the incoming tide of three knots. Two of
the smaller flotation tanks (oil drums?) were discarded
and three of the crew were transferred to the support
motor boat; they reboarded later on. The voyage to
Calais harbour reportedly took eight hours and 40
minutes. Accounts vary of what happened to the craft.—
‘Sixty Years’ says that it was towed by the escort boat
to just outside Calais harbour where an attempt to sink
it was made by firing bullets into the tanks, but it
remained afloat and the coastguard agreed to tow it
back to England (which sounds unlikely!) but it broke
free and was never seen again. The Torquay Herald
Express reported that it was the escort boat from which
the craft broke free.

The sailing
bedstead
abandoned
in the
Channel

field College of Tech-
nology (Herts.), who crossed

orquay Herald
Express Tues 15 Mar

|
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The picture below was found on the internet. It is a copy of a photograph cable by United Press
International. The caption reads:

KXP/CLR1509592-3/15/66 - DOVER, KENT, ENG.: Two Hatfield College of Technology students, part of group
of seven, including one girl, wave to cameraman while crossing English Channel to Calais, France, on iron bedstead
3/15. They made the 8-hour 40-minute crossing to publicise week of frolicking called “Rag Week”. The bedstead,
bolted to empty oil drums, is powered by two 20-h.p. Motors. UPI CABLEPHOTO LN-195
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CHARIOT RACE 1966

This annual twenty-mile race from Marble Arch, London, to St Albans Town Hall was organised by St Albans
College during their Rag Week. From a series of Herts Mercury newspaper reports about the (unsuccessful) East
Herts College of Further Education entry, it seems that the rules were written around a female passenger weighing
not less than 7% stone, pulled by chaps taking turns out of a team of 16. Hatfield College of Technology were the
winners of the 1966 (13th March) Race, in a time of two hours, 12 minutes and 15 seconds. Martyn Ames was one
of the cyclists riding to and fro conveying messages between the chariot and the supporting minibus with the resting
pullers. The photos below are his.

PETITE 16-year-old East Herts College of Further
Education student Martine rs has a weight
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mented Miss Linda Nunn, b hol | Arch 1o St A chariot]  Although the Herts Mercury referred to four
:'nﬂ“.,fr mt[".uﬁuﬂm at| | race last week. pullers, both photos show just two.

the East Heris College. And After uarting sexood

:u'rm :h'c“mh tipped the line-wp wz‘mnt #
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RAFT RACES 1966 & 1967
The issues of Pylon for Winter 1966 and Winter 1967 reported raft racing on the Thames at Marlow.
The accounts are reproduced here.

From PYLON Winter Edition 1966

The Raft Race, by Maurice Parfitt

Maurice Parfitt wasn’t even there, but he was none the less browbeaten into writing the following account,
which he claims is a close approximation to the truth.

Early this year it came to the notice of the chairman
of the Apprentice Association, Martin Woodall,
that an annual raft race, between apprentoids from all
different industries, was held at Marlow — the race
being run over a 250-yard course on the Thames. Like
a good chairman, Martin decided it was about time
H.S.A. Hatfield made its esteemed mark, and an
application for entry was made. It was soon after that
he left the scene for a three-month stay in Germany —
the best place for him, I should say.

A few days later the organizers, Bristol Siddeley
Engines Apprentices, forwarded a set of regulations
and, apart from somebody to organize it, everything
was ready. Unfortunately, vice-chairman D. J.
Vanstone was, as usual, in the Tech. School at the
wrong time, so he faced his new responsibilities and
took the job on. Simply, the rafts were to consist of a
buoyant body, comprising at least two floats, with a
surface area of between 50 and 100 sq. ft and capable
of carrying the compulsory crew of four.

After a consultation with the oracle, Mr Bevan, it
was decided that the construction should be carried
out as a special project at Astwick Manor, under the
auspices of Mr Oaten. In order to create as much
havoc on the day as possible, two rafts were entered:
this required twenty volunteer apprentices to help with
the — dare 1 say it — creation. As we had never entered
before, the design and fabrication methods presented
a formidable problem, but like all formidable
problems it was overcome within a few minutes —
after many words from many people, like O. Hopkin.
It was, I recall, suggested that he should be allowed to
build his raft, so long as he was pushed out to sea in it;
needless to say, this motion was unanimously carried.

With the design as finalized as the Trident’s, work
was started three weeks before the race. One raft was to
be built of two 17ft-long, top-hat-sectioned, 22 gauge
dural floats, each containing three separate buoyancy
tanks. These were to be mounted 3ft apart with three
similar, but much smaller, top-hat-sectioned cross-
members. The other design consisted of two floats,
each made up of 10 five-gallon oil drums soldered
together in pairs, with a sheet of tin over the top and
bottom surfaces, this giving a rectangle with
semicircular sides, when viewed from the front. A
generous offer from Mr Jones enabled these to be
capped by 3ft cones, front and rear. These two floats
were to be mounted 4ft apart in a wooden frame,
planked over the top. Once the main construction was
started the question of superstructure had to be decided,

and after consulting various expert canoeists, the “pros”
for sitting equalled the “cons” for kneeling, so Terry
Pankhurst took on the job of making seats for the
aluminium raft and kneeling pads for the other.

During this time, Hawker Siddeley Dynamics had
managed to infiltrate the Manor to build what
appeared to be a most peculiar wooden floating
contraption, much to the derision of the residents.

Within a week the basic floats were complete and
a suitable idiot was selected to brave the saline depths
of Manor Pond, only to prove what everyone
expected, they were all O.K. This pond, however, was
not suitable for any serious practice, so arrangements
were made to transport all three rafts to the reservoir
at Cheshunt for a day’s “boating” on the Wednesday
before the race.

Things progressed and eventually an immaculate,
polished, aluminium raft emerged, fitted with four
bucket seats, on varnished whitewood decking, along
with the other raft. This was quite an aesthetic shape,
but painted in a colour scheme sufficient to wound any
interior decorator.

Back on the ranch, Dynamics were still finishing
theirs. Still farther back on the ranch, they were still
finishing it when Wednesday morning arrived, along
with the transport. The mass migration from Astwick
Manor to Cheshunt ensued, but all three rafts were
successfully launched, much to the delight of Terry
Pankhurst, who hadn't enjoyed himself so much since
his childhood days on the local pond.

A group of potential crew members was assembled
to enable a selection to take place to see who should
paddle the aluminium Quicksilver and Pink Panther
on the following Saturday. After a general practice
both rafts were seen to be surprisingly fast, and the
hitherto neglected Dynamics entry proved to be a
definite challenger, as opposed to the previous
unofficial titles with which it had been endowed. A
series of heats was run and the two crews and reserves
selected. Lunch followed for recuperation, except for
what was possibly the finest crew of the day. On the
water were Jack Oaten and Terry Pankhurst with two
relative youngsters who had to admit exhaustion
before they could drag two otherwise unaffected
instructors to the bank, to continue lunch.

After lunch, the three teams lined up on the water
and, when given the off, two proceeded at high
velocity up the lake whilst Pink Panther performed a
series of high-speed gyrations and veered off into the
bank. Modifications were required! As the afternoon
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progressed, the sailing fraternity came out in force but
were driven back by three rafts proceeding in their
respective high-speed directions, although one dinghy
provided much amusement. Whilst in a semi-
submerged state it became detached from its bucket,
which was thrown overboard by a frantically bailing
crew member, who repeated a series of choice
colloquial phrases as it floated away.

Next day, back once again at the proverbial ranch,
modifications were started. With only two days to go the
Pink Panther had to be made narrower by a foot, and
fitted with a rudder and seats, whilst Quicksilver
required a different bow to reduce the drag caused by
the interference of the bow waves. Competence reigned
and everything was ready for loading on to the lorry on
Friday night, ready for an early start next morning.

Despite some very suspect navigation, everyone
arrived at Marlow on time and the rafts were lowered
into the water, much to the awe of the other competitors

Quicksilver and Pink Panther waiting for “the off”.

who owned a series of craft ranging from four 50-gallon
oil-drums, roped to a wooden frame, to a competent
hovercraft but a poor contender for fastest time of the
day. Unfortunately, one team was so discouraged they

paddled their raft about twenty yards out into the
Thames where it was heard to give a few last desperate
gasps before it sank. This left only fifteen other entries
to beat, over the now-shortened course of 150 yards.
After several heats it became quite evident that
Quicksilver was living up to its name by putting up the
fastest time, but the Dynamics entry was still not out of
the running, despite sabotage attempts at Cheshunt.

I don’t know whether it was the incentive of the
prizes or the quality of the rafts, but the final brought a
decisive win for Quicksilver, Pink Panther being
narrowly beaten into third place by Dynamics — a
deserving result after the effort put into all three rafts.

The prize-giving was rather like a Hawker Siddeley
sports day, with our team taking a barrel of beer for
winning, and a crate for fastest time of the day;
Dynamics took another barrel as runners-up and one
for raft designers winning the raffle, in all a very
satisfactory result.

During the afternoon, a challenge was issued by
B.O.A.C. to race across the English Channel, on
similar rafts. Needless to say, the first to reply was
Hawker Siddeley Aviation, closely followed by
several other firms, so as soon as spring comes I should
travel to the Continent by air — just in case.

The victors come ashore

From PYLON Winter Edition 1967

Raft Race 11, by John Hatch
John, who is a keen sailing enthusiast, was one of the intrepid crew members of “Wallaby .

Last year, if you remember, was our first year of
entry in the Raft Race at Marlow-on-Thamcs, an
event well supported by many other apprentice
organizations in Great Britain. We certainly made an
impression last year, coming first and third, with
Hawker Siddeley Dynamics coming second.

This year the result was a little different with
Hawker Siddeley Dynamics coming first and our two
rafts a close second and third; still a very good result
for Hawker Siddeley, Hatfield.

During the summer, the organizers, Bristol
Siddeley Engines, sent the entry regulations. As
happened last year a number of experienced
apprentices were sent to Astwick Manor to work on
the construction of two rafts as a special project, under
the guidance of Mr Jack Oaten and Mr Terry
Pankhurst. Maurice Parfitt, who had the pleasure of
writing about the race last year, had the pleasure this

year of organizing and ensuring the smooth running of
the raft work at the Manor. It is perhaps a pity that his
pleasure extended to a say in the design of the craft!
In his article last year he mentioned that the raft Pink
Panther, designed by Mr Hopkin had an unfortunate
characteristic of "performing a series of high-speed
gyrations”, so I must mention an unfortunate
characteristic of the new raft, of wallowing rather
violently with little resultant speed. Hence its
christening — Wallaby. This was rather disappointing
for Maurice, especially as he had gone to a lot of
trouble in seeking the advice of water-tank hull
designers of Vickers, who told him that narrower,
deeper hulls were preferable!

Last year’s winning raft, Quicksilver, which was
made of two 17ft, top-hat-sectioned, 22-gauge dural
floats, was used again this year with modified bows to
prevent turbulence between the floats. This
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modification was quite effective in reducing
turbulence, and the fitting of rather smart aluminium
rudders increased its manoeuvrability considerably. I
won't mention Maurice’s rather ineffective wooden
rudders, as he may think 1 am digging at him!
Wallaby, except for the deeper hulls, was similar to
Quicksilver, with smart all-aluminium construction
and light wooden bucket-seats, foot-rests, and decking.

By the first week in September the rafts were
reaching their final stages and it was time for test runs
and the selection of the crews. It was decided to do this
on the Wednesday before the race, the firm kindly lent
us a low-loader and the rafts were transported to the
Herts. Young Mariners’ Base at Cheshunt where we
had our first look at the new Dynamics raft. This gave
us quite a shock after their effort last year. They had
obviously been secretly spending a lot of time on it.
They had built two very slender, two-seater, moulded-
ply, racing canoes and fastened them together to make
a “raft”. It looked as though they were going to do
well and sabotage was in many people’s minds! A
little disheartened, we went about launching our rafts
and choosing crews.

It was quite noticeable that Wallaby was the slower
of the two rafts and a heavier crew was needed be-
cause of her height above the water-line, which made
paddling with the regulation length of paddles uncom-
fortable. She also had rather a bad leak, apparent by
the way her water-line rose during the day. After an
exhausting day, two fast crews of four were chosen
and were well practised in the art of keeping in stroke.
With final instructions to give up “fags and beer” until
the weekend, the party broke up and the rafts returned
to the Manor for final modifications.

Wallaby was fitted with a stabilizer which
effectively damped the wallowing but unfortunately
increased the drag. However, the leak was cured and
all was set for the race.

We arrived at Marlow on Saturday morning (16
September) and proudly joined our rafts at the
launching-ramp. It was a fine day and the many different
rafts from all over the country were a colourful sight as
they awaited their escort up river to the site of the race.
A critical eye was cast on our competitors and it was

hard not to laugh at some of the rough-and-ready
designs, the roughest of which was perhaps the Simms
entry consisting of three oil drums fastened together
loosely with scaffold tubing and “U” bolts. This “craft”
was found to be very unstable by its crew and it was a
good thing for them that they could swim. Perhaps the
most elaborate raft was the Bristol Siddeley entry with
aluminium floats surmounted by a fine model of a
helicopter. The “flower power” was represented by the
“Pye” apprentices, who entered a very pretty craft and
spent a good part of the day running along the bank
shouting: “We are the Bell Bunch”.

The organizers had erected marquees on the river
bank and refreshments were available for the crews,
and included free beer and as much food as could be
eaten. The racing started at 2.30 p.m. and the banks of
the river were crowded with noisy supporters and
good-humoured spectators.

There were several heats with the rafts split into
two sections, A and B, or fast and slow. There was a
short interval during the afternoon for a very greasy
“greasy-pole” contest, in which few people managed
to get the bottle of beer from the net at the end of the
pole, and many people managed to get wet!

After three heats Quicksilver was in the final with
the Dynamics raft. We had been trying to establish an
official protest against the Dynamics design all day
with no success. We knew that we could not win on
speed so with yours truly at the helm we accidentally
rammed the Dynamics raft at the start of the final; this
gave us quite a good lead and even appeared to be an
accident to the officials but unfortunately we were
pipped on the line and had to accept second prize: still,
an exciting final and good fun was had by all!

A very adequate evening “nosh” was provided at
the Bath Hotel for the crews and this was followed by
a dance supported by a fine jazz group.

The Raft Race was a memorable occasion for all
who took part and I hope that events like this will
continue to grow and be well supported, as they incite
an active interest and good fellowship within our own
apprentice organization and with others throughout
the country.

Wallaby!
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RAG DAYS

The earliest Rag Day image to hand happens to be
not of the event itself, but the advertising poster (or

was it a warning poster?) supplied by Denis Bindoff

about the 1957 event. Like most Rag publicity, it
featured Krud, a life form existing in the imaginations
of the college students. It materialised from time to
time and lent its name to the Rag Magazine.

Krud bore what surely was an entirely
coincidental general likeness to The Oracle, the
1952/53 art work of Reg Butler that was displayed
in the entrance hall of Hatfield Technical College. It
was commissioned by Howard Robertson, architect
of the College, where it was unveiled in December
1952. The Oracle also gave its name to early issues
of the College Student Newspaper. Made of lead on
a bronze armature, The Oracle is still on display at
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what is now the University of Hertfordshire’s College
Lane campus, site of the Technical College.

BRITISH RED

Tl he Oracle in the entrance to Hatfield Technical College.
Image from “Sixty Years of Innovation”, University of
Hertfordshire, 2012.

The Oracle now, at the University’s College Lane campus.
Image from https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-oracle-269150
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COMET AT THE COMET
BY NICK RUSTON

This article, originally published in Pylon 2011, page 35, is
the first known account of a Hatfield Rag stunt. In addition
to the 1968 stunt mentioned at the end, the University’s “Sixty
Years” book states that the model was again ‘kidnapped’ in

(1952-1957)

THE COMET PUB HATFIELD CIRCA 1956

1971, a ransom of £50 being paid by the pub manager.

ometime around 1956, the exact date escapes me, four DHACTS students, of whom [ was one,

decided that it would be a good idea to publicise the forthcoming Hatheld Technical College Rag
Day by removing the model of the Comet mounted on a pylon in the front of the Comet Pub. The idea
was to cover the Comert with stick-on Kruds and take it to the Daily Express Offices in London. Some
students may remember that the Krud was the unofhcial emblem associated with the College Rag Day
and was a cartoon character. The Comet Pub was a well-known landmark to all DH employces being
located at the junction of the A405 Hathield to St Albans road and the old Al.

We did a reconnaissance and 1 climbed
up the column and measured the
Comet's wing span. Then we had 1o
find someone with a car with a boot
large enough for it; this turned out
[nrﬁc Geolf Grearwood. At abour

lam we went to the Comet. We had
two look-outs in John Gandon and
Geolt Greatwood and whilst Johnny
Coombs and [ were up the column
undoing the fixing bolts we were
warned of an approaching police car.
This smExd irectly beneath us and
two uniformed p-u|ir:i:mrn t out for a
fag and a chat. They were Hood-lit, but
luckily we were in total darkness. In
due course the po]ict got back in their
car and drove off.

At the Daily Express office we
handed the Comet 1o the nighs-
watchman at his desk — he merely said
“oh fanks" as though the whale thing
was totally normal. No payments were
made to charity and | don't remember
seeing anything in the local TS.

About a \\n-:EIr. later we wcF:i::callni
from our various departments and rold
to go to the Personnel Office. When |
saw my fellow conspirators going into

the office I realised that we had been

feund our: so | ran our of the main

ate to the factory and into a garage.
f'u]iﬂi out "therl'u:e are nf[E: II'E‘:

—where can [ hide™ A law-abidin
mechanic ook pity on me and |tdgnu'
into an inspection pit. However the
police soon found me and escorted me
back o the Personnel Office in great
good humour.

It transpired that a fellow student,
whose name [ forget had worked out
that only Geoff Grearwood had a
car with a boot lar cnough for the
Comet and guessed who might have
been with him, so he sneaked on us.

Su\wendedu.punfihailmﬁ had
to get police permission to go more
rhfnc tr:mikpscfmm Hartield. This
Was no pml'l|rm for me as the Police
happily gave me permission to go
home every two weeks on my motor-
bike with all my dirty washing. The
police told us they'd advised Watneys
the Brewer 1o take no action, because
no harm had been done. Bur this PI:.‘I
was rebuffed, after which the pnlil:c
‘were on our side’.

In due course we went to Court in

Hatfield and the police sergeant said it
was a silly student prank and no harm
had been done. They regarded the
whole affair as a waste of police and
magistrates time. In fact Watneys had
planned to take the model down for
repainting and had already received a

uotation for the work. We had saved
:‘1(111 the cost of taking it down.

The Magistrate was a very
sympathetic woman; we pleaded guilty
and were fined £1 and given six months
o swm a'}::(i:rgtt;l?rd to go
an w s m r.
This we did with our fingers clz:::ﬁf
The manager asked me whether |
would behave well in furure. | replied
“ves, but | won't drink Watneys
any more”, | am now sevenry-six and
have my word and never ever
drunk Watneys beer!

Looking back, my -:nFinn:ring
apprcmi:eiip was great fun; my only
responsibility was doing enough work
to pass my exams each year; which
I'm very glad | did. The whole Comet
affair was really very funny and makes
me remember what immature young
men [ and the others were.

POSTSCRIPT

In 1968, eleven years after Nick's
Explu'tr. Harfield Cﬂllﬁ'gt Srudents
again liberated the Comet for publicity

I , as reported by Bill Gunston
F:ﬁzmplanr Ful':i':mhly.

RAG WEEK STUNT
In 1968, doubtless on a dark night.

students from Hatheld came with a
tnng ladder and stole it “for ransom’
duning their annual Rag Week. This
was some achievement, because the
model weighed some 150lb. | am
advised that the factory, by this time
Hawker Siddeley Aviation, stum

up the cash for a charity named by the
college and gave it back to the hotel

with lirtle damage.’
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RAG MAGAZINES

Below are the covers of Krud, the Rag Magazine, 1960 to 1963. In the centre is a surviving example of art work.

HATFIELD TECHNICAL CollfGE

THE H.1.C. RAG MAGAZIMNE 196l |

Sl
.l/'.-“w," .
&Tﬁ:

IN MDD OF THE
SAVE THE
CHILDRON

BRITIZH EMFSE CANCER CAMPAIGN
WORLD “WILD LIFE FUND

—
N
P
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RAG DAY PHOTOGRAPHS

The following pages contain a collection of photographs, in approximate date order.
Individuals identified (some tentatively) where possible.
Photographer’s name/initials where known; source as ‘via’.

24th May 1958

Rag day 24 Hzly II'U:ER |

HATFIELD TECHWCAL COLLECE

RAG
DAY

we will wisit

S5T. ALBANS
WELWYN GARDEN
CITY

& HATFIELD

I A oF THE HERTFOADEMIRE
FUND FOA THE BLIND

Ray Sore (left,
in costume) and
Michael Bennett

Four photos above and photo bottom right via Ray Sore.
Whose BSA Three-wheeler was this?

Tag day
24 My 1om
.
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24th May 1958
All photos this page by Bob Langley’s stepfather Peter Bristow, except bottom right.

Kag dny
« 24 Muy 19538

Hag dayv 18 Maxy 1955

Rag day
24 May 1058

Rag Ball 24th May
RENE M XA Wiy O Tony Middleditch, Pete Jones, Bob Langley, unknown
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24th May 1958

The two photos this page from trumpeter Ken Colthorpe, centre in upper photo, left in lower photo.

May 1958 fag Day Float, Hathein |

35
© de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School Association 2023 www.dhaetsa.org.uk




Enterprising Activities

25th APRIL 1959
All photos RdeM

Building the

‘Purge’ float: Alan

Perry standing left,

Alan Sheppard The ‘Purge'

kneeling, Bob

Langley right float: Alan
Sheppard

Right: the ‘Purge’ float
on Stanborough Lane.

Names of those aboard |
are written on the

back.

Roger Coasby
Pete Jones [1]
Nigel Finch [2]
Ray Sore [3]
Alan Perry [4]
Don Lack
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APRIL 1959 More views of the Purge float
) ‘ VAVE NIGEL FINCH
_,.- e nunmau S a&qﬂ RD
{ \ \ \ PV SORE

| THE HERTS ADVERTISER dsr ALBANS TIMES

JaSh On Float ; pqmdg at G#rden City y '
ather '

Rag Day

ving rain, a group
srifordshire on &
mafer from their

lismayed by the

‘ollege rag da
‘ish the ram. 13;
‘s estimated, by

wilenly turnéd
but whether ihe
aniible for this
bims & myslery.

firseciany hoad &
1ol the day and
‘o play for

e

W, A, 1 Chap-
g by Mashing
woord of the
ollege o few
W apent the
I:I'I'H] the re=

1 the Rag

Nigel Finch, Dave Anderson, Alan Perry.
Photo via Bob Langley.

L il 1850

“Has any one seen my float?” - A lost
washerwoman. Photo of and via Bob
Langley.
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25th APRIL 1959

HI.E'I‘IIN'H I

RAG DAY WAS A

wrrve, euiale s

Bers o drewpmry dida i i
fai fro How

THE WHFTOE- S0
Mags w I-- I-'i Anwd s
a 3

WIEWYN TINES & IATFIELE FIOEALLD T

RIOT

= -
-'\’H.Ith :
vadddin Gioky damn The
=
el re
WEF AT
Mag cyunige, Dave Dam-
r:: ul'ldull Rad wde

rd vghinl e
|Ll11:1'|'u'r rlIl Tl LT

Fully - clothed, 22 wear-old
Barry Fleming was flung hepd-
iong -inte e jce-cold water of
WGC  fountain on  Saturday
MOTrning

With a shudder. a shake and
a jerk he quickly whipped off
fiis  zoaked clothes,” Much to
the amazement of shoppers.

No cause for alarm, though—
Barry had a swi suit under-
neath,

BREEATH-TAKING DIPF
After a brief breath-iaking
dip he erawled out, stammering
"t was damned  wef.

“1 half expected it.”
You could have expected
anihing. It wag  Hatfield

Teeh's [ifth Rag Dav.

boarded 12 gaily
fiorts in costumes equally  as
fmbecile.

Even a downpour dida’t -
tract from the high spirils 4
they ran ' amongst pouring
waler, water mmharﬁ.
sprinkling game colleagues in
self-raising flour and causing
traffic jam afler traffic jam.

All the way from the College

tudents, pyjama clad many of
them, produced collecling cans.
No one eacrped.

Mot even the Law. Though it
took two plucky members of
the fair sex to venture imto
Hatfield Poliee Station.

THE MOTOR-MOWER

Flags were even fixed into
convenient spots on the - Mar-
quis of Salisbury statue ap-
posite the siation.

Then hended by that record-
breaking motor-mower, the
party descended on WGC stop-
ping traffic with  their jiving
and al the same time nearly

Three-nundred or so students
decoratesd

stnpmuhcg; iptain wiih sorp

Bnrw Kenset), who caused a

“sensation recenfly by driving a

Blibble car 137 times round
Piccadilly Circws st 4 oclock in
the morning didn't make the
start. |

fHs machine [broke down the
night before.

Another ear: developed en-
gine trouble er{-rmm}.

WET' DAY

Rag mganisff Dave - RHum-
ball, 21, said students had tele-
phoned the meferological office
in London whehe rain was con-
firmed.

This was the third Rag Day
I rain in g0 maay years,

He enid "wd were going to
hold it for the Save the Child-
ren's Fund, t thiz was the
only date we |could have be-
cause of the exams.”

So  proceeds went to the
blind.

The Ransomes mower taking part in the parade
(photo via Keith George)
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Enterprising Activities

7th MAY 1960 All photos RdeM

College Principal, Dr
W A J Chapman,
always took a keen
interest.

e e s ey o7 W AR
J-hﬁ?_’:;.i_lﬂ-jit-’" 3 Y

‘
@ |Welwyn Garden City
N\ railway station yard.

39
© de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School Association 2023 www.dhaetsa.org.uk




Enterprising Activities

7th MAY 1960

The Blue Streak Intermediate
Range Ballistic Missile was
cancelled in mid April 1960.
Top & centre photos RdeM,
bottom photo R Coasby.

. LIKE 10 ‘ '
i HOW H% e )
1o [noeperoaT DereRERT(Y-)

Y TERMG#ARRANGED |
""——Eﬁ gy Wi WRELE ‘F"’- 15 /8 18

r

On float L to R: R de M, Alan Sheppard, Pete Jones, Bob Langley, Del Parker. Standing beside: Tony Bevan, Roger Coasby

Sitting on the edge of
the float L to R are
Tony Bevan, Roger
Coasby and Pete
Jones.
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Enterprising Activities

7th MAY 1960

All photos RdeM

Welwyn Garden City Railway Station
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Enterprising Activities

7th MAY 1960

All photos RdeM

w.

I|
|II
e ————
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Enterprising Activities

17th MAY 1961
Publicity for Rag on 20th May

Top and right: a mock wedding was staged on the steps of St Albans
Town Hall. In the photo above are Dennis Bruin, John Keeble, Pat
Morris, Beryl Murphy, David Rémer and Rowland Butt. That on the
right includes Dennis Bruin, David Romer, Martin Clements, Beryl
Murphy, Gerry Verrill, Clive Eames and Ned Lawson. Photos via Pat
Potts, née Morris.

ANOTHER WEDDING ‘1960s’.

This mock wedding was staged on a pedestrian
crossing in St Albans, year uncertain. Photos via
Barry Kensett.
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Enterprising Activities

20th MAY 1961

EMBRTORAG SPECIAL

L L i
frisnds vimited Nstfield,
n babalf of Bave ths 1
they maie sod the Tun they had,

thanselY a8,

ittami ARy thanie 1o mii halpers

leipanie; %0 the suppliers
the police and all Thoss
g

e BAkw 1ha EAg
Far ouraslvas sAry thanks te our sdvertisers and
our prigtars, without whose help thle losus wokls
posmible.

k
HEVE DEw

AT 34O
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Enterprising Activities

More from the 1961 Ebryo Rag Special
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Enterprising Activities

20th MAY 1961

All photos via Roger
Coasby

WU T 0 —

-

—
4 _}‘_ = :-.JI ..
K *(

i
I

s
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Enterprising Activities

20th MAY 1961

Right and below
via Roger Coasby
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Enterprising Activities

1962 Rag Procession
Saturday, May 1%th

will proceed as follows

HATFIELD

00 a.m. Start at l.,:ﬂ“l.wlI

9.00 gm, - 1000 am,  South Hatfield

1000 aam, - 1015 aun.  White Lion Sguare

10,80 am. French Homn L.lmc

10,50 gum. - 1045 pan. BLR. Seution, Old Hatilelsd

WELWYN GARDEN CITY

The Procession route
was much the same
every year, certainly
from around 1959.

1104 a.m,

1115 man

L1AD a.m.

1145 pm

Wismlhall Lane

L= 1125 mm.  Code Groen Lane Shgig
Centre

Hridge Hoad

.+ 12,00 BiR. Station

P20 = 1205 pm,  Handside Lane

19th MAY 1962
The event was reported
fully in Embryo, to be
transcribed when the

scribe has time to do so.

5T. ALBANS
LAS pom, Daklands
145 pom, - 200 pom. Hatfield Road
210 pum. ¢ Crown”™
230 pom, - A4S pm, Marbhalvwick Shopping Centre
255 pum. - L0S pom. mandriadge Rood

A10 pum.
A5 pom.

St Pevers Street
London Rosad

246 pm. - &I5 pm.  Cley Centre

LOOK OouUT!
For “THE CAGE"
“THE BALLOON RACE FLOAT™

Hauy o balloon and win a camera or it cash value £10

WA Il.'|.ll|_lr L TERTE SRl B Harpigs i Hemss

From The Oracle, 1962; photos by
Roy Chilvers. The pram-pusher is
Roger de Mercado. The passengers
are unknown.
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Enterprising Activities

Soviet aero
instruments
drop in Surrey

\ CONTAINER with sclen-

tific Instruments atiached

o & parschute was found on

‘-I icham (Burrey! Common
vevterday

It was seny by mnlles Lo the

Meisarolosies] Office Alr

Mmisiry Harrow (Middlesex).

The container had a Aashing
'l on It mand I'FII"I‘J‘I was
faiind & lah#] marked "CCCP
|13 21-7-19" and directions in
four lanwusges nakine thag if
the eviinder was l'nunr_l 1
thould be refurned to the
Bowlet Arronautieal Institole

An Alr Ministry spokesman
mid: “The cviinder = beine
riamined ap Harrow. When we
find out what it is we may have
& siatement Lo make”

Image from British Newspaper Archive i-E U SSI AN! D‘BJECT ON

. The Daily Telegraph o zohs Tl s’

Ha FLETE LOWDON, TURIDAY, FEERSUNT 4, 19

The Daily Telegraph of Tuesday February 4th had a photo on the front | d&¥, was revealed at the Alr
page and a long report inside. Copies from Bob Langley. Ministry, London, to be, as

lizh anid: * Pleass return io Soviet
Acropautical Institute™
alind That 1 Terites € OO0, ren
A i at the letters repre-
\‘Fllll::‘:.I“-]III‘I-I-IIII}IILT:\ “r-lfjtlllj:ll f.::ll'l:lll.l:' :'|I ﬂﬁ I.Lli'blh!.gﬁhl;hin Imw l]‘.m
yimbrrska wrimg L by M, e f & ‘
| ﬁl:ﬂwirmin: dlrﬁ.l: :lr It rursent h‘ir.*l:rl‘::‘l:'l;ﬂﬂ were mi m
o e
SCIENTIFIC HOAX. A pencil-sha metal eteorolog
cylinder, found on Mitcham (.ulmmdn early Ministry at Harrow.
vesterday, being examined by Mr. A. I, Maidens, Then the oblect. ltl.ll t‘k‘-ﬂl‘.
an assistant director, Instrument Development, at was transferred to Alr Mhisiry
the Royal Air Force anmllﬁul Department headquariers, There it was found to
at Harrowy, It was said hy the Ministry to be contaln English batteries and sarp!
a hoax. Ugited States nrm.r radio equip-

The ‘Flashnik’ Hoax 1958
The Northern Daily Mail of Monday February 3rd 1958 reported the discovery
on Mitcham Common, Surrey of Soviet aero instruments. The discovery was
made at twenty minutes past midnight on that Monday morning, not “yesterday”.
All the early reports were deadpan, but it was soon announced that it was a hoax
and for the next few days accounts appeared in many newspapers nationwide.
The plan had been made by Reading University. One of the team was a Croydon
friend of de Havilland apprentices Alan Sheppard and Pete Jones, also of
Croydon, who along with Bob Langley undertook to make the nosecone at
Astwick Manor. The body was part of a marine buoy.

The Russian Sputnik 1 was launched on 4th October 1957 and fell back into
the atmosphere on 4th January 1958. Sputnik 2 was launched on 3rd November
1957 and was still in space at the time of the hoax. It re-entered the atmosphere

on 14th April 1958.
FLASHNIK WAS
A “HOAXNIK”

MITCHAM COMMON

DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER

Ing light and parachute
P n LONTON axd MABCHERTER Pr Elmmﬁt found on mm
Common, Burrey. early yester-

somebody put it, & “ hoaxnik”
“im not o is

& hoax and qualified ns ohe of the
mosi efforts of the
A (Definition ; To deceive or
take in by inducing to belteve an
mnu or mischlevous fabrica-

!

“This is how P, Z176 might heve
deseribed the discovery:
across Mitcham
m-ﬂl? am. on VFeb & m
the light wes atiac
linder about 3t
n in digmeter,

TICKING BOUND
Apprumhjni ttm uban I baw -mm

ntgch!d (o it and I heard & tiok-
'ln: sound Uke ap alarm clock. T

overed & label marked:
CGCFIS, !1-1' 18, with instroe-
tions in four nnsmm 'I;:l Eng-

§§s
EE

mam
and Sin or

£

ment to provide the tick-tick and
the fashing light.
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Enterprising Activities

The Flashnik, or C.C.C.P.13, a metal cylinder,
with a flashing light and parachute attachment
found on Mitcham Common, Surrey, early
yesterday, was revealed at the Air Ministry,
London, to be, as somebody put it, a “hoaxnic”.
But not.....

the...

a hoax and qualified as one of the most successful
efforts of the Space Age. (Definition: To deceive
or take in by inducing to believe an amusing or
mischievous fabrication.)

This is how P.C. Z176 might have described the
discovery:

Proceeding across Mitcham Common at 12.20
a.m. on Feb. 3 my attention was attracted by a
flashing light. On investigation I saw that the
light was attached to a metal cylinder about 2ft
long and and 5in or 6in in diameter.

TICKING SOUND

Approaching the object, I saw what appeared to
be a parachute attached to it, and I heard a ticking
sound like an alarm clock. I discovered a label
marked .C.C.C.P.13, 21-7-19, with instructions in
four languages. The English said “Please return to
Soviet Aeronautical Institute”.

At the police station it was recognised that the
letters C.C.C.P. Represented the initials in
Russian of the Soviet Union. The four languages
were English, French, German and Russian. The
object was sent to the Meteorological Office of
the Air Ministry at Harrow, Middlesex.

Then the object, still ticking, was transferred to
Air Ministry headquarters. There it was found to
contain English batteries and surplus United
States Army radio equipment to provide the tick-
tick and the flashing light.
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Enterprising Activities

From Jill Shepherd, niece of Alan Shepherd, far right middle row SL: 44-49
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Enterprising Activities
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