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THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF DHAeTSA
Roger de Mercado, DHA Hatfield 1957-62

The de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School Old Boys Association was formed at Hatfield in March
1951. Despite the fact that there had always been a few female students, there appears to have been no

outcry about the name. No doubt there would be now! About thirty years later the ‘Old Boys’ phrase was
dropped and ever since we have been DHAeTSA.

As a reminder, at one time there were seven DHAeTS schools: at Chester, Christchurch, Hatfield,
Leavesden, Lostock, Portsmouth and Stag Lane. The ‘headquarters’ were first at Stag Lane and then, from
around 1934, at Hatfield. The Christchurch and Portsmouth schools were founded under Airspeed
management and to this day some students of that time do not consider themselves to been ‘in DHAeTS’.

The majority of students passed through Hatfield and this was where the OBA was founded. This account
relates the history of the Association, accompanied by a selection of memorabilia.

Correction and additions will be gratefully received. Please send them to me at rogerdemercado@gmail.com

This first issue dated October 2026.
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Inaugural Meeting
The inaugural meeting of the OBA on 3rd March 1951
was reported first in Flight magazine of 16th March 1951,
then in the de Havilland Gazette, June 1951 and in
DHAeTS Pylon Summer 1951. From 1952 onwards
Pylon was titled ‘The Journal of the de Havilland
Aeronautical Technical School and the Old Boys’
Association’ until the last known issue, Summer 1970.
By then it was ‘The Journal of the Hawker Siddeley
Aviation Apprentice Training Schools (Hatfield and
Chester) and the de Havilland Aeronautical Technical
School Old Boys’ Association’. (What a mouthful!)
Issues sometimes had ‘News of Old Boys’.
 There was a reference in 1959 to a Constitution, but
no known copy has survived and the Association has
functioned well for a long time without one.

The first President was Frank Hearle, who with
Geoffrey de Havilland was the founder of the Technical
School. He was succeeded by John Brodie, Engineering
Director of the Engine Co. Later presidents were Wilfrid
Nixon, A S Kennedy, John Cunningham, Duncan
Simpson and Ian Newton. In 1953 Sir Geoffrey accepted
the invitation to become Patron of the OBA.

Two early members were from that first intake in
1928: E R Durbec and R V Smith, of whom nothing more
is known.

Membership was largely Hatfield-oriented and was
restricted to former ‘students’, i.e. those later known as
engineering apprentices, many of whom would have been
fee-paying students. Until the early 1950s there was a
much wider distinction than later on between those who
were to be trained as professional engineers and those
who were to learn a trade. On revitalisation in the 1980s
as DHAeTSA former trade apprentices, quite rightly,
were welcomed.

The main activities initially were informal reunions
at Hatfield, mid-summer balls in conjunction with the
London Aeroplane Club (operated from 1947 under the
overall control of DHAeTS) and formal dinners in
London, at Simpsons in the Strand. The latter appear to
have been held from 1951 to at least 1959. Attendees
were given souvenir copies of the current membership
list, nicely bound with ribbon.

A sailing section became the Comet Sailing Club. A
Chester Branch was set up and had at least one reunion,
but appears to have been short-lived. A North American

Branch was established almost immediately, primarily
by old boys now at DH Canada, producing its own
magazine, Chinook, from 1952 – earlier than The Stag
and, it must be recorded, of better quality. A small
‘branch’ was set up in Seattle by DH men at Boeing.

The first newsletter did not appear until December
1954. It was called The Stag and referred to as a journal
– 16 typewritten pages in a thin card cover. The Editorial
of this first issue is reproduced on page 17. Three issues
appeared, card bound in half-foolscap size, in December
1954, Spring 1955 and Summer 1957. Two later issues
are known, unbound in full foolscap, dated April 1959
and October 1959. That issue recorded membership of
634, which no doubt will have included members from
the earliest days of the School. No newsletters are known
of between October 1959 and Spring 1982.

Bruce Bosher joined the committee in 1966 or 1967.
His file is the only record as any previous ‘official’
Secretary’s records disappeared long ago. Membership
lists – “What Became of Old…?” – dated 1965 and 1966
are on file, showing that the OBA was alive then. The lists
give the start date of members’ training, so are useful for
historical purposes.

In February 1964 there was a dinner dance at the
Clock, Welwyn. A Midsummer Ball at the Aerodrome
Restaurant (i.e. the Senior Staff Restaurant) was held
jointly with the Hatfield Branch of the RAeS in June
1966 and there were Summer Balls in a marquee at
Salisbury Hall, by arrangement with the then owner
Walter Goldsmith, in 1969, 1971 and 1973. There were
plans for a Summer Ball at Salisbury Hall in 1975, but
there is no evidence it took place and the next item in
the file is dated 1980.

In 1967 and again in 1977 there was a suggestion that
the OBA should become a de Havilland Association, with
membership open to all former employees. It was not
pursued and finally ‘put to bed’ in 1980. It was suggested
then that it would be good to link with the de Havilland
Moth Club. This proved to be a Good Idea and developed
into the close ties enjoyed thereafter.

In 1968 it was agreed, at the suggestion of Peter
Spooner, that AGMs be discontinued. He noted that very
few members attended and that other similar
organisations did not hold an AGM. From then onwards
committee members were recruited on an informal basis
as and when it was thought desirable or necessary.

Letterhead 1955-1957.
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In 1975 a approach was made by Philip Birtles, of
what was then the Mosquito Museum, proposing
collaboration between the Museum and the OBA. This
appears to have led to a ‘referendum’ of members
proposing amalgamation to which the majority who replied
agreed. Little seems to have taken place and at a committee
meeting in 1980 the amalgamation was rescinded.

Rejuvenation
There was little or no activity between mid 1975 and late
1980, which is when the rejuvenation into today’s
DHAeTSA really began. Notices were sent to the DH and
R-R house journals and to Aeroplane and Flight
magazines. Duncan Simpson, then chief test pilot at
Dunsfold, became chairman and Mike Rogers became
secretary. The refreshed committee met in February 1981
and really got things going again. At this meeting it was
agreed to change the name to DHAeTSA, dropping the
OBA. It was also agreed that it was time to increase the
annual subscription from 37p (= 7/6 at the time of
inauguration) to £1. See page 18 for the minutes of this
pivotal meeting.

An invitation was sent to some 300 members who
were traced, addressing them all by hand, to an OBA 30th

anniversary reunion. This was held at Hatfield in May
1981, attended by 301 members and their wives.

In Spring 1982, ‘The Stag – Journal of the de
Havilland Aeronautical Technical School Association’
appeared, the first newsletter of the current series. This
was four sides of A4, edited by Mike Rogers. It advertised
that on the grand all-day occasion at Hatfield in May 1982
to celebrate the centenary of the birth of Sir Geoffrey, an
evening social was to be held in conjunction with the de
Havilland Moth Club. In the same issue Mike wondered
how the name Stag had originated, surmising that it stood
for Society of Trained Aviation Gentlemen! Perhaps it
was a combination of a reference to Stag Lane and to the
harts on the Hertfordshire County Arms. All subsequent
publications have just been the newsletter of DHAeTSA.

Reunions at Hatfield were held again in May 1984,
May 1987, October 1988 and October 1991. The 1991
event was in the new single-status restaurant, the Senior
Staff Restaurant having been demolished. A final Hatfield
reunion was proposed for June 1994, in the Sports and
Social Club, then still in its original location at the north

end of the Aircraft site, but there was insufficient
support. By then the annual de Havilland Moth Club
events at Woburn had become the favoured medium.

Membership Qualification
The OBA was for Students (later classed as Engineering
Apprentices) only. Trade apprentices were still
considered as future shop floor workers whereas
Engineering Apprentices would become professional
engineers. Only the latter were allowed to wear a
DHAeTS blazer badge.
 At some time after the rejuvenation it was agreed that
former Trade Apprentices should be admitted. However
it was still mandatory that members had to have started
in the School while it still had de Havilland in the name.
This ruled out any one starting after 1965, by when it had
been renamed the Hawker Siddeley Aviation (Hatfield)
Training School. This was changed in 2018, when it was
recognised that in order to continue the preservation of
Hatfield history we should welcome younger former
apprentices, who after all had the same training, in the
same place, only the name over the door having changed
from time to time!.
 Previous approaches by the Hatfield Aviation
Association about the possibility of a merger had been
rejected, but when closure of HAA became imminent in
2021 a change of policy was agreed, again with the
intention of the membership including people with an
interest in the heritage of the site. HAA had previously
absorbed the Forty Year Club, which in turn had latterly
admitted Twenty Year members, thus the present
membership covers a wide spectrum of long-term
Hatfield personnel.
 From soon after rejuvenation the spouses of
deceased members were offered continued receipt of
newsletters, at no cost. At first quite a lot accepted. They
were classed as Affiliates. As the years passed and
mutual contacts lessened, fewer took up the offer and it
is now only offered in particular cases. There have been
several instances where a daughter or son has asked for
continued newsletters, always by email.

Newsletters
As related earlier, the first newsletter, named The Stag,
appeared in December 1954 and the last appeared in
October 1959.

The first in the current series was edited by Mike
Rogers, the Secretary, who soon handed over that role
to Bruce Bosher who edited the next 45 issues. At first
all were, of course, printed and posted. In 2005 a few
members accepted them by email and the ratio of print
to email steadily reduced in ensuing years. With only a
few exceptions, newsletters have been home-printed on
one device or another — daisy wheel, laser and inkjet.

From Spring 2007 I edited the newsletters, with much
of the content in the next few years coming from Bruce.
and so far have been responsible for more than 50 issues.

An ongoing index is maintained, also a complete
cumulative pdf of all newsletters since 1982.
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Anniversary Reunions
The first of the current series of Anniversary

Reunions, commemorating the founding of DHAeTS in
1928, was a dinner in 1988, in the Senior Staff restaurant
at Hatfield. This restaurant was originally part of the
London Aeroplane Club. The 70th, 75th and 80th
anniversaries were dinners at Moore Place, Aspley Guise,
Beds., in conjunction with the de Havilland Moth Club
Rally. The 85th, in 2013, was a lunch at at the
Shuttleworth Collection, Old Warden; many members by
then preferred a lunch rather than a dinner. The 90th was
at the de Havilland Aircraft Museum, where diners sat
beneath the wings of Mosquitoes. The 95th was again at
the DH Museum, this time on the Mezzanine Floor of the
new Geoffrey de Havilland Hangar. In response to
popular request the lunches have become annual events.

At some point a large DHAeTS flag was made. It is
still sometimes hoisted at the DH Museum at our lunch
events, if a qualified flag-raiser is present!.

The de Havilland Moth Club
Moth Club rallies at Woburn Abbey began in 1980, a
direct result of the very successful Famous Grouse Rally
at Hatfield in 1979. We were invited to join them at
Woburn from about 1984 onwards with more formal
arrangements over many happy years from 1985 onwards.
Due to foot and mouth disease in 2001, the rally planned
for Woburn (home of a deer park) was held at Old
Warden. The rallies returned to Woburn in 2002. Events
were held elsewhere between 2008 and 2012, with returns

in 2013, 2014 and 2015. This proved to be the final year;
it had been an excellent occasion, blessed by good
weather, but bureaucracy and costs were increasing while
availability of volunteers was decreasing, so the wise
decision was made to call a halt. Our gatherings at
Woburn are fondly remembered.

In July 1982 the annual Open Day at Hatfield
celebrated the 100th anniversary of the birth of Sir
Geoffrey de Havilland. On the evening of 3rd July the
Association joined with the Moth Club for a buffet social.

The closure of Hatfield was marked on Easter Monday
1994 with what the Moth Club named The Last Great
Picnic. Despite poor weather some Moths were flown in.
A service was conducted in one of the Robin hangars, at
the south end of the factory site, by the Moth Club’s

chaplain and Anne Essex, Sir Geoffrey’s granddaughter,
lowered the DH flag for the last time at the site.

Members have been invited to a series of Moth Club
gatherings at venues around the country: Houghton Hall
in Norfolk in 2009 and 2011; Belvoir Castle in 2011; the
RAF Halton centenary in 2013 and lesser gatherings
starting at Bicester in August 2022.

Starting at Hatfield in September 1990 the Moth
Club ran a number of ‘Charity Flying’ events. Initially
they were to raise money for charity from fees paid by
passengers for flights provided at no cost by members
of the Club. From 1998 a sponsorship scheme was
introduced, whereby a person or group could donate the
cost of an experience flight for a young person. Schools
and youth organisations (primarily the ATC) were
approached and participants set some sort of
competition, the winners of which got a flight. This
worked well for many years, with the Association
donating money at times as well as individual member
donations. It did give members the opportunity to assist
the Club in some small way, e.g. by chaperoning
passengers to and from their aeroplane. Venues were
Hatfield 1990, Old Warden 1994–2006 & 2012 and
Halton 2007–2011. There was a pause due to more strict
CAA regulations, then a resumption 2017–2019 at Old
Warden. The 2020 event was cancelled due to the
Covid-19 lockdown. Regrettably, both the dwindling
interest by organisations and increasing number of
youngsters who failed to thank their sponsor led to the
decision not to continue after 2019.

Commemorations
Charles Caliendi (an Old Boy) instigated a memorial
statue of Sir Geoffrey at the College Campus of the
University of Hertfordshire – the site of the original
Hatfield Technical College. DHAeTSA contributed
£500 to the fund (the target of which was £350,000) and
representatives attended the unveiling by the Duke of
Edinburgh in July 1997.

In July 1999 the Association joined the Hatfield
Branch of the RAeS, the Hatfield 40 Year Club and the
Hatfield Aviation Association for a dinner at the Comet
Hotel (where else…?) to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the first flight of the DH106 Comet in 1949.

On 25th September 2000 a plaque commemorating
the site of the de Havilland Aircraft Co at Stag Lane was
unveiled on the exact centenary. Organised by the Moth
Club, it was attended by representatives of DHAeTSA,
including test pilots John Cunningham, Pat Fillingham
and Duncan Simpson – Old Boys to a man.

Intake Year Reunions
A few ‘year group’ reunions have been held. Notably,
the 1952/53 intake met almost every year from 2005 to
2021, all organised by Max Kelly. The 1956/57 intake
met once and the 1958 intake also met once.

There were four reunions of former Christchurch
apprentices, organised by Garth Rogers. Many of the
Christchurch (and Portsmouth) considered themselves

Woburn 2008



THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF DHAeTSA

Page 5

to be ex Airspeed and in fact some did not feel inclined
to join DHAeTSA. The first was in 2003, the 50th
anniversary of the opening of the old school at Somerford
Way. The last was in 2012.

‘Gatherings’
Association gatherings at Museums were set up a few
times, but met with limited response, only 5 to 10
members turning up at venues such as the RAF Museum
at Cosford and the Newark Air Museum. There have been
two visits to the BAE Systems Heritage Archive at
Farnborough, one on the occasion of the Farnborough
Air Show and one as a tour of the Archive. The latter
attracted about 10 members, plus some of the volunteers
at the de Havilland Aircraft Museum.

The Hatfield Heritage Association
When the Hatfield site closed a number of interested
organisations formed a group with the aim of preserving
the aviation heritage of Hatfield. It was led by John
Martin and ran for a few years before his death.
DHAeTSA participated alongside HAA, the Hatfield
Branch of the RAeS, the de Havilland Moth Club, the
Forty Year Club and the de Havilland Aircraft Heritage
Centre, as the Museum at Salisbury Hall was then known.

Membership Identity and Subscriptions
Membership has always been lightly managed; numbers
have never been allocated and membership cards not
universally provided, although cards were issued to those
attending some Moth Club rallies. In the 1980s ties were
still worn regularly and for a time DHAeTSA ties of
various designs were commissioned and sold. By 1995
demand had dropped below the level where it was
economic to get them made. Blazer badges were produced
for a time and were reintroduced, to individual order, in
2013 when a new supplier was found.

The original subscription of 7/6 (37½p) set in 1951 held
until 1980 when it was raised to £1. In 1986 life
membership was offered at £12.50 (£20 overseas). The
annual fee was increased to £3 (£5 overseas) in 1993 and
in 2006 to £5 (£7.50 overseas. Life Membership was
offered in the expectation that the Association would soon
fold; those who opted for that in 1986 bought the bargain
of a lifetime! The subscription for new members was raised
to £10 in 2019; it was not retroactively enforced, but
members were invited to increase their standing orders and
some indeed did so. Alternatively they were encouraged
to make a donation if able to, with good results then as
before and since. It has been a fact that whenever funds
have run short there has been a valuable response. Life
membership was increased in 2019 to £50, a popular option
for overseas members. It was later abolished because most
new members were already elderly!

Accounts are produced at 31st December each year
and include budget forecasts.

There have been, and still are, some honorary
members, notably Stuart McKay, Secretary of the de
Havilland Moth club, Anne Essex, granddaughter of Sir

Geoffrey de Havilland and Sir Ian McFadyen, Chairman
of the Geoffrey de Havilland Flying Foundation.

The Photograph Album
At the anniversary dinner in 2008 Ken Watkins
displayed his first pages of a Group Photograph Album,
all of 10 pages long. It was in a very wide format to
match the very wide format typical of group photos in
the 1930s and 1940s. From then on he expanded the
Album, splitting it into two Parts with Part 1 being
formal company photos of new apprentices and Part 2
covering everything else. He offered the Album on CD
at modest cost, but there were few takers. By the time

Ken had to give up in 2025 due to failing eyesight there
525 photos of people plus more of places.

Part 3 of the Album, administered by me, continues
the series.

Our Website
The Summer 2007 edition of our newsletter posed the
question “Should we have a website?” It was first
mooted in Summer 2002 by Alan Clarke and had arisen
several times, usually followed by “Yes - but who would
do it?” A notice was put in the Summer 2007 newsletter
and at the Moth Club Rally that year Bruce Bosher and
I were approached by Stan Borrie (a former colleague
of mine in Flight Development) who said that he had
seen the item and that his son Richard would be glad to
assist, having spotted the item when reading Stan’s copy.

By Spring 2008 the website was live, hosted by
Richard and administered by me. Richard charged us
only for the initial setup and not a penny since.

In the early days some members provided articles,
but latterly all have been loaded by me. Some in
particular are intended to provide a lasting record, e.g.
‘A Brief History of DHAeTS’, ‘DHAeTS Prospectuses’
and ‘de Havilland Memorials’. The Photograph Albums
and the archive copies of Pylon are protected by a
password for members only.

Oral Histories
In 2009 the University of Hertfordshire initiated some
heritage events, including a reunion of former college
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students and oral histories of former de Havilland
employees. Some members of DHAeTSA recorded their
reminiscences; at the time of writing these are still on the
University website. A number have been downloaded for
our digital archive. A book was published in 2010 by the
University about the history of the site  and included
partial transcripts of three of our members’ recordings
(embarrassingly, one was that of your scribe). ‘The de
Havilland Legacy - Hatfield Aerodrome Remembered’
was printed in limited numbers and never published to
the public; copies are now rare.

Pylon Magazine
Pylon first appeared, as typewritten sheets, in the early
1930s. It soon became properly produced and was
published at irregular intervals, with a long gap during
WW2, until 1970. It was always compiled by students
and covered a wide range of topics. Around 2008 Bruce
Bosher assembled as complete a collection as possible
and gave it to the de Havilland Aircraft Museum.

A compilation of old pages was created for the 70th
anniversary in 1998, thanks to the skills of Carol Fulton,
daughter of Ken Fulton, our Treasurer at the time. An
all-new issue appeared in 2003, entitled Pylon 75.
Although the plan had been to publish every five years,
there was so much material already to hand that an interim
issue appeared at Christmas 2005. (I assisted with the
compilation of this issue, leading to me being co-opted on
to the committee.) The next was Pylon 80 (2008). These
three issues were edited by Ken Watkins. Then followed
Pylon 2011, Pylon 85 (2013), Pylon 2015 and Pylon 90
(2018), all edited by Roger Coasby with the help of his
brother David. Pylon 2020 was compiled by John Mounce
and edited by me. I have edited annual issues from P2021
onwards. With hindsight, the titling should have been
systematic!

The introduction of annual issues was prompted by
the realisation that three of the contributors to P2020 did
not live to see their work in print. In the past a wide range
of topics had been covered, but from 2021 onwards there
has been more emphasis on encouraging members to
relate their own stories.

Pylon has always been professionally printed.
All the modern issues are on our website, with indexes

of contents and authors, which it is hoped will be value
to people in future.

The de Havilland Aircraft Museum
Closer links with the Museum began in 1999, instigated
by the then new Director and General Manager, Ralph
Steiner. One consequence was the creation of a DHAeTS
display, instigated by Ralph. The small ‘Foreman’s
Office’ the last remaining structure of the wartime site,
was allocated. Cabinets were made and descriptive
material assembled by Terry Pankhurst and Ken Pye.
Requests for exhibits resulted in an excellent selection of
workpieces and toolboxes. It was formally opened in
August 2016 by Mike Ramsden.

Committee meetings were held in the volunteer’s
crew room for some years, usually followed by lunch at
the Crooked Billet in Colney Heath. (The venue for the
previous few years for meeting and lunch was the Long
Arm and Short Arm in Lemsford, well-known to
generations of DH folk and now demolished.)

Our 90th anniversary lunch was the first to be held
at the Museum, on a very hot day in 2018. We were
seated in the Mosquito hangar, some tables under
Mosquito wings; 85 members and guests attended.

The Hatfield Aviation Association
HAA was created in 1992 by members of the Executive
Mess at Hatfield when the Mess was closed at the time
of the opening of the Single Status Restaurant. In 2016
it absorbed members of the Forty Year Club, which
closed when no one would take over from Reg
Willoughby. That club had recently allowed Twenty
Year people to join.

HAA folded in 2022 when there were no volunteers
to take over its running. Members of HAA, 87 at the
time, were invited to join DHAeTSA, the agreement by
our committee being that these were all people who were
interested in maintaining the heritage of Hatfield. 25
were already also members of DHAeTSA. Another 22
joined, of whom 7 turned out to be ex apprentices who
had either never heard of DHAeTSA or had not
previously been motivated to join.

HAA funds remaining were used to pay for life
membership of those joining DHAeTSA. The residual
amount was donated to the de Havilland Aircraft
Museum.

All HAA newsletters, 1992–2022, have been
preserved as pdf. Copies of the compilation have been
given to Herts County Archives and to BAE Systems
Heritage Archive.

Membership Numbers
The initial membership numbered about 350, some of
whom no doubt went back to the first days of the School.
In 1959 634 were reported, after which no records appear
to have survived until rejuvenation. A huge effort by the
committee in writing to all whose contacts could be
found resulted in about 400 by the end of 1982, the
numbers thereafter steadily increasing to a maximum of
573 in 2011. The number slowly reduced to around 500
by 2019 and thereafter the inevitable attrition of old age
accelerated the reduction to about 330 in 2026.
 Nevertheless, a trickle of new members and the
addition of ex-HAA people has helped to sustain
membership.

The Committee
A list of known committee members over the years is at
pages 7 & 8; known Presidents are also listed.

Memorabilia
The remaining pages consist of reminders of the past.

Roger de Mercado, October 2026
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Inaugural Committee, 1951
Chairman F T Meacock
Vice chairman K E Westover
Secretary J C Collett
Treasurer F I Marking
Committee K T Fulton; W P C Haggar; A D M Hill;
   R J K Holland; R W Jamieson; C J Newman;
   J M Ramsden; G I Sprent

1953
Chairman F T Meacock
Vice chairman K E Westover
Secretary J C Collett
Treasurer F I Marking
Committee K T Fulton; W P C Haggar; J M Ramsden
   G I Sprent; C J Newman

1957
Chairman W P C Haggar
Secretary E J Mann (Tech School office)
Treasurer J McCulloch
Committee D Brown; K T Fulton; Jermyn; F Marking
   Meacock; J M Ramsden

1958
Chairman J M Ramsden
Secretary H Wright (Tech School office)
Treasurer J McCulloch
Committee D G Brown; K T Fulton; D A Jermyn; McClure
   F T Meacock; M J W Rogers

1966
Chairman J M Ramsden
Secretary H Wright (Tech School office)
Treasurer D G Brown
Committee J Albani (replacing R F Pinder); H F J Bagley;
   K T Fulton; D A Jermyn; I P L Newton
   (replacing M J W Rogers); P J Spooner; A White

1967
Chairman J M Ramsden
Secretary H Wright (Tech School office)
Treasurer D A Jermyn
Committee J Albanie;  H F J Bagley; M B Bosher (replacing
   D G Brown); K T Fulton; D A Jermyn;
   I P L Newton;P J Spooner; A White

1968
Chairman J M Ramsden
Secretary H Wright (Tech School office)
Treasurer D A Jermyn
Committee J Albani; H F J Bagley; M B Bosher; K T Fulton
   I P L Newton (replacing M J W Rogers);
   P J Spooner; A White

1972
Chairman D A Jermyn
Secretary H Wright (Tech School office)
Treasurer not named
Committee M B Bosher; K T Fulton; I P L Newton;
   F Ogilvie (replacing J Albani); J M Ramsden

P J Spooner; A White
1973

Chairman D A Jermyn
Secretary I B Wood
Treasurer not named
Committee M B Bosher; K T Fulton; I P L Newton

F Ogilvie; J M Ramsden; P J Spooner; A White

1981
Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M J WV Rogers
Treasurer F Ogilivie
Committee M B Bosher; K T Fulton; J A B Lambert;
   (replacing P J Spooner); I P L Newton;
   J M Ramsden,to be replaced by R Woolfenden

1983
Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M J W Rogers
Treasurer F Ogilvie
Committee M B Bosher; K T Fulton; J A B Lambert

I P L Newton; R Woolfenden
1987

Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee J A B Lambert; I P L Newton; M J W Rogers;
   R Woolfenden

1988
Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee I F Burns; J A B Lambert; J Moody;
   I P L Newton; M J W Rogers; R Woolfenden

1989
Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee I F Burns; J A B Lambert; J Moody;
   I P L Newton; M J W Rogers; R Woolfenden

1992
Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee I F Burns; J A B Lambert; J Moody;
   I P L Newton; N Price; M J W Rogers;
    R Woolfenden

1993
Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee I F Burns; J A B Lambert; J Moody;
   I P L Newton;F Ogilvie; N Price; M J W Rogers;
   R Woolfenden

1998
Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee I F Burns; J A B Lambert; J Moody;
   I P L Newton; N Price; M J W Rogers;
   R Woolfenden

1999
Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee I F Burns; J A B Lambert; I P L Newton; N Price;
   M J W Rogers; R Woolfenden

Committee Compositions
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2000 - 2003
Chairman D M S Simpson
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee I F Burns; I P L Newton; N Price; M J W Rogers;
   R Woolfenden

2004 - 2005
Chairman I P L Newton
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee I F Burns; R E C de Mercado; N Price;
   M J W Rogers; K W Watkins; R Woolfenden

2006 - 2007
Chairman I P L Newton
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer K T Fulton
Committee R E C de Mercado; N Price; M J W Rogers;
   K W Watkins; R G A Willoughby;
   R Woolfenden

2008 - 2010
Chairman I P L Newton
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer R G A Willoughby
Committee R E C de Mercado; N Price; M J W Rogers;
   K W Watkins; R Woolfenden

2011 - 2013
Chairman I P L Newton
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer R G A Willoughby
Committee R Coasby, R E C de Mercado; N Price;
   K W Watkins; R Woolfenden

2014
Chairman I P L Newton
Secretary M B Bosher
Treasurer R G A Willoughby
Committee R Coasby, R E C de Mercado; N F G Harrison;
   N Price; K W Watkins

2015 - 2016
Chairman I P L Newton
Secretary R E C de Mercado
Treasurer R G A Willoughby
Committee M B Bosher; R Coasby, N Price; K T Pye;
   K W Watkins

2017 - 2018
Chairman I P L Newton
Secretary R E C de Mercado
Treasurer R Coasby
Committee K T Pye; G F Rogers; K W Watkins;
   R G A Willoughby

2019 - 2020
Chairman Vacant
Secretary R E C de Mercado
Treasurer R Coasby
Committee R V Nathan; K T Pye; G F Rogers;
   K W Watkins

2021
Chairman R E C de Merdao
Secretary R E C de Mercado
Treasurer R Coasby
Committee R V Nathan; K T Pye; G F Rogers;
   K W Watkins

2022
Chairman R E C de Mercado
Secretary R E C de Mercado
Treasurer R Coasby
Committee P J Birtles; A Lee; R V Nathan; K T Pye;
   G F Rogers; K W Watkins

2023 - 2024
Chairman R E C de Mercado
Secretary R E C de Mercado
Treasurer R Coasby
Committee P J Birtles; A Lee;R V Nathan; K T Pye;
   G F Rogers;

2025 - 2026
Chairman R E C de Mercado
Secretary R E C de Mercado
Treasurer R Coasby
Committee P J Birtles; P Catton; A Lee; R V Nathan;

PRESIDENTS
F T Hearle 1951 - 1954     d.1965
W E Nixon 1955 - 1956    d.1970
J L P Brodie 1956 - 1959   d.1959
A S Kennedy 1959 -
1960-1968  ref to a president  JC named 1963
1969-1999  no ref to a president
J Cunningham 1999 - 2002  d.2002
D M S Simpson 2003- -2017  d.2017
I PL Newton 2020 - 2025   d.2025
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The first recorded intimation of an Association was in the Autumn 1950 issue of Pylon (note in the last paragraph
the reference to Britten and Norman, creators of the Islander). Pages 17 and 18 of that issue, under ‘Old Boys’ News’,
reported that the notice that had been sent out and published eleven of the replies received so far.

Amongst the published letters were those from the Chief
Engineer of MEA, Beirut; the Engineering Office, DH Canada;
the Principal of the Civil Aviation Training Centre, Allahabad;
a Chance-Vought project engineer, USA; an aerodynamicist at
Avro Canada; the Chief Engineer of the Air Survey Company
of India and an engineer at DH Australia. They showed how far
and wide former students has spread. Another letter was from
the future chief test pilot at Dunsfold and later our President:
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INAUGURATION
The Autumn 1950 issue of Pylon also reported the election
of a Caretaker Committee. The Summer 1951 issue
described the inaugural meeting and had a page of Old Boys’
News..



THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF DHAeTSA

Page 11

Nigel Williams (1946-50); Mike Goodfellow (1947-50);
Max Roberts (1946-51(.

Wing Cdr O W Clapp, (Principal 1932-41);
Chris Newman (1946-50)

John Holland (1939-42);, Charles McClure (1937-39);
unknown.

Freddie Meacock (1933-35); Phil Smith
(1935-37); Peter Owen (1935-38)

THE INAUGURAL REUNION
The photographic department took six pictures of the occasion, two
of which were used in Pylon and in the Gazette. The other four are
reproduced (cropped to suit) below; all six are by courtesy of BAE
Systems Heritage Archive. In the DHAeTSA files is a marked-up copy
of a page from unidentified publication, almost certainly the DH
Enterprise, with some names written in, as shown on the right.



THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF DHAeTSA

Page 12

Flight magazine of 16th March 1951 was quick
to report upon the inaugural meeting, with a piece
partially reproduced opposite. The de Havilland
Gazette of June 1951 also reported the event.

A reunion dinner was held at Simpsons in the
Strand (established in 1828), at the edge of
Covent Garden. A membership list was produced
for the occasion – see next page – and for the
subsequent dinners which continued until at least
1959.
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EARLY RECORDS

The first membership listing of the OBA was in the form of a ribbon-bound booklet entitled ‘Christmas Greetings
1951’. It listed the Officials and Committee, some 350 members’ names and addresses plus their year of starting

(one 1928, one 1929 and increasing numbers 1930 onwards) and some news, reproduced here. A list of overseas
members showed how far they had spread.

The President was Frank Hearle, the Vice-President S/L Reeve and the Chairman was F T Meacock. K E Westover
was Vice-Chairman and committee members were K T Fulton (in subsequent years to be long active in the OBA),
W P C Haggar, A D M Hill, R W Jamieson, J M Ramsden (later to become very well known), G I Sprent, F I Marking
as Treasurer, J C Collett as Secretary and C J Newman as Assistant Secretary. Contacts for the Northern Section were
R J T Holland, for the Canadian and American Section J McCulloch and for the Sailing Section, Hatfield E H Crudden.
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Flight 4 September 1969

Jim Prettyman’s ticket, 1956

Left: DH Gazette August 1952
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From the de Havilland Gazette Feb 1953

NEWSLETTERS
The first newsletter did not appear until December 1954. It had 16 pages, in a thin card cover The first few pages of
text are reproduced overleaf. The next two also had covers. The final two early newsletters were on plain foolscap
paper, dated April and October 1959.

Dec. 1954 Spring 1955 Summer 1957
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The Association bringing together Old Boys of
the de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School is
now well into its fourth year. With the names of
over 450 ex-students and apprentices on its lists
of members, the committee felt that, following
the lead of the North American Branch, a
newsletter or magazine should be produced for the
benefit of members. This would serve a useful
purpose in providing them with the news and
experiences of their contemporaries.

We therefore present this first issue. As
members will see, it contains news of Old Boys,
references to the Association's activities, past
and present, and a very fine article by Mr,
Marcus Langley on the T.K.1 and T.K.2 aircraft
built by the students during the 1930s. Last but
not least there is a list of changes of address
which brings up-to-date the list of members which
was circulated at Christmas last year.

As the theme for this first editorial we would
like to make a plea - no, not for money - for
news. This means your news, where you are, what
you may have done since you left the Technical
School.

This need only be a few lines, and it is no
excuse to complain of an anti "line-shooting"
complex just because the information is
volunteered. We would like to have news from
everybody, those still with the Enterprise and
those who have ventured further afield.

For those of us who have left the Enterprise,
we can say from experience that one cannot travel
very far in the aeronautical world without
meeting someone who has worked at either one or
other of the three companies of the de Havilland
Enterprise. And it is surprising how many of them
are ex-students of the Technical School.

Just as one views a picture from a distance,
so one appreciates more the training and spirit
of the Technical School-after one has left it,
Here is initiated that particular outlook and
feeling that constantly attracts one to flying
and the aircraft industry. Once started it is
difficult  to turn away from the peculiar
attraction that flying, and the industry and the
technology that supports it, provides. It is
this, we feel, almost as much as money and the
urgency of War, that has accounted for the rapid
progress of aviation

Still, enough of this musing, to return The
Stag. It is hoped to issue this "gem" of
editorial effort about three times a year. Its
interest and value, however, depends very much on
your efforts in providing the news. In this age
of red-tape and form filling it would be a pity
to have to resort to sending out a stereotype
“career information" forms!

A FEW WORDS PROM THE CHAIRMAN

Imitation, we are given to understand, is
considered to be the best sincere form of
flattery. Whether or not this be so, we are
certainly sincere in our flattery regarding the
enterprise of our Canadian branch in producing a
periodical news-letter. And we have no particular
feelings of repentance at not having set the pace
in this particular direction ourselves. Indeed,
we are only too happy that our lively offspring

has so brightly anticipated the more cautious
movement of its much larger parent.

But now the time has come for us to provide
our members with news and views of interest to
them and to keep them more fully informed of the
Association's affairs. In setting out to produce
"The Stag", the Association has taken on
something of a difficult task. We feel that the
effort involved is well worth while and we hope
that our members will think so, too.

F.T.M.

THE MARCH MEETING

Following what has now become an established
custom, the Association held its annual general
meeting at the beginning of March in the senior
staff restaurant at Hatfield. Nearly 100 Old Boys
and their partners of the fairer sex were
present.

Mr. W.E. Nixon, the Association's President,
was unable to attend and his position was taken
by Mr. J. Brodie, Vice-President to the
Association. Chairman of the Association's
committee, Mr. F.T. Meacock, after welcoming the
members and their guests, made a special welcome
to Mr. John McCulloch, secretary of the North
American Branch of the Association.

In a brief speech, the chairman told the
meeting how the committee had lost two of its
members. Mr. R. W. Jamieson and his family had
left to settle in New Zealand where he was taking
up a post with the de Havilland Company there.
Mr. G. Sprent had taken the serious step of
getting himself married.

The Association now had some 450 members and
its various social functions during the year
could be counted as a great success. This was
particularly so of the mid-Summer Ball which had
been organised for the past three years in
conjunction with the London Aeroplane Club.

Referring next to the Association's Sailing
Section, the chairman described how they had
built a Hornet class racing dinghy which was
launched last year. The section's marine
headquarters is at the Royal Corinthian Sailing
Club at Burnham-on-Crouch.

Two innovations to be made during the year
would be the introduction of a special tie for
Old Boys of the Technical School, and an essay
competition. For the later a prize was to be
awarded to the member of the Technical School who
produced the most meritorious paper on a subject
or subjects to be selected by the committee.

Later in the evening, a ballot was held to
decide on the four new members to be elected to
the committee, Messrs. J.M. Ramsden and K.E.
Westover, whose three year term of office was
complete, were “returned to power", and Messrs.
D.G. Brown and C.G.B. McClure were elected to the
vacancies created by the two committee members
who had resigned.

As in previous years, the North-West corner of
the restaurant, where the bar is situated, was
very much occupied. The self-service buffet was
well looked after but we are sorry to report that
few people took to the floor to give some
encouragement to the musical trio that had been
provided for the evening.

Editorial, The Stag No. 1, December 1954
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Flight, 10 January 1981.

A page of
memorabilia
contributed by
Mike O’Brien.


